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j The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


: DEPARTMENT OF BANKING AND INSURANCE, 


4 Drvision OF INSURANCE, Boston, July 28, 1927. 


§ 
To the General Court of Massachusetts. 


_ The Commissioner of Insurance hereby submits Part I of the seventy-second 
annual insurance report. This volume contains information relating to fire and 
arine insurance companies, and at the end thereof is published, as required by 
law, the entire report of the Division of Fire Prevention of the Department of Pub- 
ce Safety. It contains also various statistical tables, among them Table No. 11, 
which shows the sources of gain or loss in the surplus of the companies during the 
year 1926. 
er. The following companies of the classes covered by this volume were authorized 
to transact business in this Commonwealth in 1926 subsequent to the date of the 
et report, or in 1927 prior to the date of this report: — 
Date of 


; CorPORATE NAME. Location. Capital. ake tok 
National Guaranty Fire Insurance Company : ! . Newark, N. J. $416,000 Aug. 3 
The Pilot Reinsurance Company of New York . : . New York, N. Y. 800,000 Oct. 30 
American Lloyds Incorporated . Z : * . New York, N. Y. 300,000 Nov. 9 
: 1927. 
American and Foreign Insurance Company : é . New York, N. Y. 1,000,000 Jan. 3 
_ Vermont Mutual Fire Insurance Company . Montpelier, Vt. - April 21 
' Birmingham Fire Insurance Company of Pennsylvania . Pittsburgh, Pa. 200,000 June 15 
The Homeland Insurance Company of America . : . New York, N. Y. 600,000 July 1 


The following companies of the classes included in this volume ceased to have 
authority to write business in this Commonwealth subsequent to the date of the 
last report, and in 1927 prior to the date of this report: — 


Corporate NAME. Location. Capital. Remarks. 
The Consolidated Assurance Company, Teed London, a: $300,000! Ceased June 30, 1926. 2 
Republic Fire Insurance Company . Pittsburgh, Pa. 300,000 Ceased Oct. 1 1, 1926 
Skandia Insurance Company . , : . Stockholm, Sweden 200,000! Ceased Oct. 27, 1926. 


Underwriters at American Lloyds . : . New York, N. Y. 100, 000? Ceased Nov. 9, 1926. Re- 


incorporated as ‘““Ameri- 
can Lloyds Incorpora- 


fey ted. 
Assurance Company of America : : . New York, N.Y. 500,000 Ceased Dec. 7, 1926. 
Merged with Northern 
Ins. Co. of New York. 
1 Deposit Capital. 
2 Notice received September 11, 1926. 
3 Subscribers’ Deposits. 


2 


Location. 
. Tokio, Japan 


CorPORATE NAME. 
Nippon Fire Insurance Company, Limited 


The Atwood Fire Insurance Company 
Osaka Marine and Fire Insurance Comuee: 
Limited ; . Osaka, Japan 


. New York, N. Y. 


Capital. 
$300,000 


300,000 
200,0001 
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Remarks. 


Ceased Dec. 31, 1926. 
Withdrawing from 
United States. 

Ceased Dec. 31, 1926. 


Ceased Dec. 31, 1926. 


Fidelity Fire Insurance Company . Sumter, S. C. 200,000 Ceased Jan. 1, 1927. Re- 
insured in Automobile 
Insurance Company of 
Hartford, Conn. 

Ceased Jan. 1, 1927. Re- 
insured in Automobile 
Insurance Company of 


Hartford, Conn. 


The Palmetto Fire Insurance Company . Sumter, S. C. 500,000 


National Petroleum Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company . ; ; , ‘ . Philadelphia, Pa. - License revoked March 
15, 1927. Statement a 
of Dec. 31, 1926 showe 
net cash assets to be less 
than required by law. 
License revoked March 
15, 1927. Statement as 
of Dec. 31, 1926 showed 
net cash assets to be less 
than required by law 
License revoked April 14, 
1927. Statement as of 
Dec. 31, 1926 showed 
net cash assets to be less 
than required by law. 
Ceased June 30, 1927. 
Ceased June 30, 1927. 
Ceased June 30, 1927. 


Western Mutual Fire Insurance Company . Urbana, Ohio - 


Ohio Millers Mutual Insurance Company . Columbus, Ohio - 


. Newark, N. J. 750,000 
. Indianapolis, Ind. 105,0002 
Salt Lake City, Utah 400,000 


1 Dace Capital. 
2 Guaranty Capital. 


Eagle Fire Insurance Company ; 
Fidelity Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Utah Home Fire Insurance Company 


The corporate name of the Sun Insurance Office was changed to Sun Insurance 
Office Limited on November 16, 1926. 


DEPARTMENT EXAMINATIONS. 


The following fire and marine insurance companies were examined by this De- 
partment during the year 1926: — 


Date of 
NAME OF COMPANY. Location. Previous 
Examination. 
Abington Mutual Abington 1923 
Berkshire Mutual Pittsfield 1923 
Boston Insurance Boston 1923 
Employers’ Fire . Boston 1923 
Federal Mutual Automobile Boston 1925 
Hampshire Mutual Pittsfield 1923 
Hingham Mutual Hingham 1923 
Lowell Mutual Lowell 1923 
Lumber Mutual . Boston 1923 
Lynn Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual. Lynn 1923 
Massachusetts Fire and Marine Boston c 1923 
Merchants and Farmers Mutual Worcester . 1923 
Merrimack Mutual : Andover 1928 
New England Pittsfield 1923 
Quincy Mutual . Quincy 1923 
Traders and Mechanics Lowell x 1923 
Worcester Mutual Worcester . 1923 


In addition to the foregoing, the following examinations of companies of other 
classes, and examinations: — 


Date of 
NAME or Company. Location. Previous 
.: Examination. 
American Employers Boston 1925 
Arrow Mutual Liability? Watertown 1923 
Boston Mutual Life . : Boston 1923 
Employers Liability (Un: ted. States Branch) e Boston é : , 1921 
Hardware Mutual Casualty’ . Stevens Point, Wis. : : - 

Hotel Mutual Liability Boston : 1923 
Massachusetts Indemnity . Boston : 1923 
’ Massachusetts Mutual Life . Springfield . 1923 
Methodist Ministers . ; Boston 2 1923 
New England Mutual Life Boston 1923 
. New. England Order of Protection. Boston 1917 
Service Mutual’ Liability Boston : ; . : 1923 
General Insurance Guaranty Fund Boston : ‘ : ; 1925 


3 Jointly with- Minnesota ‘and Wisconsin. 
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Date of 
NaME oF COMPANY. Location. Previous 
Examination. 
Insurance Department, Berkshire County Savings Bank. Pittsfield 1925 
Insurance Department, Cambridgeport Savings Bank Cambridge 1925 
Insurance Department, City Savings Bank . Pittsfield 1925 
Insurance Department, Lynn Five Cents Savings Bank Lynn 1925 
Insurance Department, Lynn Insitution for Savings Lynn 1925 
Insurance Department, North Adams Savings Bank North Adams 1925 
Insurance Department, North End Savings Bank Boston = 
Insurance Department, People’s Savings Bank Brockton 1925 
Insurance Department, Waltham Savings Bank Waltham ~- 
Insurance Department, Whitman Savings Bank Whitman 1925 
Barnstable County Retirement Association Barnstable . 1925 
Commonwealth Retirement Association State House 1925 
Middlesex County Retirement Association Cambridge 1925 
Norfolk County Retirement Association Dedham 1925 
Worcester City Retirement Association Worcester . 1925 
Worcester County Retirement Association Worcester . 1925 


FIRE INSURANCE DURING 1926. 


Massachusetts Fire Insurance Business for the Ten Years beginning with 1917. 


Premiums Loss Ratio 

YEARS. Received.! Losses Paid. (Per Cent) 

1917 $23,518,787 $10,269,847 43.67 
1918 28,289,003 10,737,831 37.96 
1919 30,959,821 9,748,998 31.49 
1920 35,914,654 11,855,160 33.01 
1921 27,389,030 15,554,946 56.79 
1922 27,694,546 14,027,818 50.65 
1923 34,354,204 19,687,903 57.31 
1924 32,118,189 21,169,396 65.91 
1925 32,914,018 18,656,916 56.68 
1926 34,401,354 21,514,066 62.54 
Totals $307,553,606 $153,222,881 49.82 


1 These amounts have been reduced by the estimated dividends payable on the mutual premiums. 


In my annual report of 1925 it was noted that there was a decrease in the loss 
ratio percentage for the year 1925 as compared with that of 1924, which it was 
pointed out furnished a hope of the reduction of fire losses in this Commonwealth, 
but it is to be noted that for the year 1926 the loss ratio has again increased, being 
62.54% as against 56.68% in 1925. 

The fire loss record of this Commonwealth for the past ten years is not to be 
_ commended, but on the contrary indicates a serious situation. There has been a 
_ gradual increase in the loss ratio during that period with some fluctuation, showing 
_ the lowest loss ratio for any one year of the period as 31.49% in 1919 and the high- 
est as 65.91% in 1924. 

__ The making and publishing of rates for fire insurance for the territory of New 
_ England, outside of Boston, has for many years been under the control and juris- 
diction of a voluntary association of stock fire insurance carriers, called the New 
_ England Insurance Exchange, and I am informed that under the schedules of rates 
which have been in force for the past four or five years the companies found that 
_ the general rate level was not productive of enough income to offset the abnormal 
loss ratio which had been experienced during that period, so that in November 
1926, a general flat increase of 5% on buildings and 15% on contents over the 
entire state of Massachusetts, with the exception of Boston, and excluding 
| sprinklered risks, was made, and the schedule which was being used revised in 
order to modify certain necessary charges and absorb the advance. 
_ The companies claim that there has been little or no underwriting profit, and 
some of them claim to have experienced underwriting losses. The claim has also 
been made that acquisition costs have not decreased and that other expenses have 
Increased. 
_” As a result of the application of this inereneedh schedule of rates many inquiries 
_ and suggestions in the nature of complaints have come to the Department. It is 
_ to be said that the law gives the Commissioner of Insurance, as such, no control 
_ over the promulgation and publication of fire insurance rates. ‘My only jurisdic- 
tion,’as such Commissioner, is by virtue of my-ex-officio position as Chairman of 
| an Appeal Board on Fire Rates, consisting of myself and two other members 
| appointed by the Covertior with: the osc ia the Council. 
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Since the close of the fiscal year of which this is a report, but prior to the writ- 
ing of this text, several specific complaints have been filed with the Board of Ap- 
peal, and there are indications that several other complaints will be filed in the 
immediate future. I am of the opinion that if the number of specific complaints 
before the Board of Appeal is to continue to increase in the future as a result of — 
the application of the new rate schedule, a general investigation of the entire rate 
situation, so far as fire insurance rates are concerned, should be made. I do not 
at this time make recommendations to that effect, but simply set forth these facts 
in order to show that such an investigation may in the near future become desirable. 


DEPARTMENT FINANCES. 


During the fiscal year ending November 30, 1926, the Division of Insurance 
collected fees amounting to $326,296.03, of which $135,750 was produced by 
brokers’ licenses, $160,437 by agents’ licenses, $13,476.04 by the valuation of life 
policies, $8,131 by annual statements, and $8,501.99 from miscellaneous sources. 
The expenses amounted to $121,980.78, leaving a net surplus accruing to the Com- 
monwealth of $204,315.25. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WESLEY E. MONK, 
Commissioner of Insurance. 


Reports of Receivers of Insurance Companies. 


Metropolhttan Mutual Fire Insurance Company. — Albert S. Apsey, 15 State 
Street, Boston, receiver; appointed April 6, 1922. 

The report of the receiver shows that since the date of the last report $28.44 
has been received from interest on deposits and $2,397.63 has been paid out for 
expenses leaving a balance of $1,253.90. 

All creditors have been paid in full and all the costs, expenses and charges of 
administration have been paid and the balance remaining in the hands of the re- 
ceiver has been turned over to the Treasurer and Receiver-General in accordance 
with the provisions of the statutes, all in accordance with a final decree of the 
Supreme Judicial Court allowing the Receiver’s final account, which decree was 
duly entered on the twelfth day of February, 1927. | 


Legislation of 1927 Relating to Fire and 
Marine Insurance. 


CHAPTER 29. 


AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PLACING OF CERTAIN KINDS OF INSURANCE WITH UN- — 
AUTHORIZED FOREIGN INSURANCE COMPANIES IN CERTAIN CASES. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws, as amended in 
section one hundred and sixty-eight by section thirteen of chapter four hundred 
and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four and by chapter sixty- 
four of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further amended 
by striking out said section one hundred and sixty-eight and inserting in place 
thereof the following: — Section 168. The commissioner may, upon the payment 
of the fee prescribed by section fourteen, issue to any suitable person of full age 
resident in the commonwealth, a license to act as a special insurance broker to 
negotiate, continue or renew contracts of insurance against any of the hazards 
specified in clause first, fifth, eighth or thirteenth of section forty-seven, on prop- 
erty or interests in this commonwealth in foreign companies not authorized to 
transact such business therein, upon the following conditions: The applicant for 
the license shall file with the commissioner a written application as prescribed by 
section one hundred and sixty-six, which shall be executed on oath by the appli¢ant 
and kept on file by the commissioner. If the commissioner is satisfied that the 
applicant is trustworthy and competent, he shall issue the license, subject to sus- 
pension or revocation at the pleasure of the commissioner, which shall expire in 
one year from its date, unless sooner suspended or revoked as aforesaid. The 
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license may, in the discretion of the commissioner, be renewed for each succeeding 
year, upon the payment of the fee prescribed by section fourteen, without requir- 
ing anew the detailed information specified by section one hundred and sixty-six. 
- Before the person named in such license shall procure any insurance in such com- 
panies on any such property or interests, he shall in every case execute, and within 
five days thereafter file with the commissioner, an affidavit, which shall have force 
and effect for one year only from the date of said affidavit, that he is unable to 
procure, in companies admitted to do business in the commonwealth, the amount 
of insurance necessary to protect said property or interests, and that he will pro- 
cure insurance under such license only after he has procured insurance in companies 
admitted to do business as aforesaid to the full amount which said companies are 
willing to write on said property or interests; but such licensed person shall not 
be required to file such affidavit if one relative to the same property or interests 
has been filed within the preceding twelve months by any broker licensed under 
this section, nor to offer any portion of such insurance to any company not pos- 
sessed of net cash assets of at least twenty-five thousand dollars, nor to one which 
_has within the preceding twelve months been in an impaired condition. Each 
person so licensed shall keep a separate account of the business done under the 
license, a certified copy of which account he shall forthwith file with the com- 
missioner, showing the exact amount of such insurance placed for each person, 
the gross premium charged thereon, the companies in which the same is placed, 
the date of the policies and the term thereof, and also a report in the same detail 
of all such policies cancelled, with the gross return premiums thereon, and before 
receiving such license shall execute and deliver to the state treasurer a bond in 
the penal sum of two thousand dollars, with such sureties as he shall approve, 
conditioned that the licensee will faithfully comply with all the requirements of 
this section, and will annually, in January, file with the state treasurer a sworn 
statement of the gross premiums charged for insurance procured or placed and the 
gross return premiums on such insurance cancelled under such license during the 
year ending on December thirty-first last preceding, and at the time of filing such 
statement will pay to the commonwealth an amount equal to four per cent of such 
gross premiums, less such return premiums so reported. 

A person licensed under this section who negotiates, continues or renews any 
such contract of insurance in any unauthorized foreign company, and who neglects 
to make and file the affidavit and statements required by this section, or who wil- 
fully makes a false affidavit or statement, or who negotiates, continues or renews 
any such contract of insurance after the revocation or during the suspension of 
his license, shall forfeit his license if not previously revoked and be punished by 
a fine of not less than-one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars or by im- 
prisonment for not more than one year, or both. Approved February 12, 1927. 


CHAPTER 49. 


AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE KINDS OF BUSINESS THAT INSURANCE COMPANIES MAY 
TRANSACT. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section forty-seven of chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General 
Laws, as amended by chapter one hundred ninety-eight, by section one of chapter 
two hundred fifteen and by section three of chapter two hundred seventy-seven, 
all of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, and by section three of chapter 
two hundred sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the first and eighth clauses and inserting in place 
thereof the following: — First, To insure agains loss or damage to property by 
fire, lightning and other electrical disturbances, wind, tornado, tempest, cyclone, 
earthquake, hail, frost, snow, ice, weather or climatic conditions, including excess 
or deficiency of moisture, flood, rain or drought, rising of the waters of the ocean 
or its tributaries, bombardment, invasion, foreign enemies; insurrection, riot, 
sabotage, war, civil war or commotion, military or usurped power, explosion fire 
ensuing, and explosion no fire ensuing, except explosion of steam boilers and fly- 
wheels; also to insure against loss or damage by insects, disease or other causes, 
to trees, crops or other products of the soil; and against loss of use or occupancy 

due to any of said causes. 
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Eighth, To insure against loss or damage to any goods or premises of the insured, 
and loss or damage to the property of another for which the insured is liable, caused 
by the breakage or leakage of sprinklers, pumps, water pipes, elevator tanks and 
cylinders, steam pipes and radiators, or plumbing and its fixtures, or against acci- 
dental injury from other causes than fire, lightning, bombardment or windstorm 
to such sprinklers, pumps, water pipes, elevator tanks and cylinders, steam pipes 
and radiators, plumbing and fixtures; also to insure against loss or damage to any 
goods or premises of the insured, and loss or damage to the property of another 
for which the insured is liable, caused by water, rain or snow entering through 
leaks or openings in buildings, or caused by the contents of any tank, or impact 
of any falling tank, tank platform or supports erected in or upon any building, 
and to insure against loss of use and occupancy due to any of said causes. 

Approved February 21, 1927. 


CHAPTER 53. 
An ACT PROVIDING FOR JEWELERS’ BLOCK INSURANCE. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. Section forty-seven of chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the 
General Laws, as amended by chapter one hundred and ninety-eight, section one 
of chapter two hundred and fifteen and section three of chapter two hundred and 
seventy-seven, all of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, by section three 
of chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty- 
five and by chapter forty-nine of the acts of the current year, is hereby further 
amended by inserting after the word “insurance” in the ninth and tenth lines of 
clause second the following: —; and to insure a person engaged in the business or 
trade of manufacturing, buying, selling or dealing in, cutting or setting precious 
stones, jewels, jewelry, gold, silver or other precious metals, whether as principal, 
agent, broker, factor or otherwise, against any and all risks of loss or damage, in- 
cluding deterioration and loss of use, arising out of or in connection with such busi- 
ness or trade and against lability on account of any such loss or damage, including 
deterioration and loss of use, in this chapter called jewelers’ block insurance, — 
so that clause second will read as follows: — Second, To insure vessels, freights, 
goods, money, effects, and money lent on bottomry or respondentia, against the 
perils of the sea and other perils usually insured against by marine insurance; 
risks of inland navigation and transportation; also, in connection with marine or 
inland marine or transportation insurance on property, to insure against any risk 
whether to person or to property, including liability for loss or damage to either, 
arising out of the construction, repair, operation, maintenance or use of the sub- 
ject matter of such primary insurance; and to insure a person engaged in the busi- 
ness or trade of manufacturing, buying, selling or dealing in, cutting or setting 
precious stones, jewels, jewelry, gold, silver or other precious metals, whether as 
principal, agent, broker, factor or otherwise, against any and all risks of loss or 
damage, including deterioration and loss of use, arising out of or in connection 
with such business or trade and against liability on account of any such loss or 
damage, including deterioration and loss of use, in this chapter called jewelers’ 
block insurance; also to insure against loss or damage to and loss of use of motor 
vehicles, their fittings and contents, whether such vehicles are being operated or 
not, and wherever the same may be, resulting from accident, collision, fire, light- 
ning, theft, and any of the perils usually insured against by marine insurance, or 
from risks of inland navigation and transportation; and against loss or damage 
caused by teams, automobiles or other vehicles, except rolling stock of railways, 
to the property of another, for which loss or damage any person is liable; but not 
including insurance against loss or damage by reason of bodily injury or death by 
accident to any person resulting from the maintenance and use of motor vehicles. 

SECTION 2. Section fifty-one of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as 
amended by section two of chapter thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
twenty-three, and by section one of chapter two hundred and ninety-eight and 
section five of chapter four hundred and fifty, both of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and twenty-four, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word “dollars”’ 
in the sixth line of clause (a) the following: —, or jewelers’ block insurance as set 
forth in clause second of section forty-seven, if authorized to transact the first, — 
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so that clause (a) will read as follows: — (a) The first and second, if authorized to 
transact either, provided it has a paid-up capital of not less than four hundred 
thousand dollars, or the first and second excepting ocean marine insurance, if 
authorized to transact either, provided it has a paid-up capital of not less than 
three hundred thousand dollars, or jewelers’ block insurance as set forth in clause 
second of section forty-seven, if authorized to transact the first. 

Approved February 21, 1927. 


CHAPTER 248. 


An AcT RELATIVE TO THE REDUCTION OF THE CAPITAL STOCK OF DOMESTIC INSUR- 
ANCE COMPANIES. 


Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would in part defeat its purpose, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws, as amended in sec- 
tion seventy-one by section nine of chapter four hundred and fifty of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby further amended by striking out 
said section seventy-one and inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 71. 
Any company may, upon a vote of a majority of the stock represented at a meeting 
legally called for that purpose, reduce its capital stock by decreasing the number 
of the shares thereof, or by reducing the par value of its shares to an amount not 
less than five dollars without changing the number thereof; but no part of its 
assets and property shall be distributed to its stockholders, nor shall its capital 
stock, except as hereinafter provided, be reduced to an amount less than that re- 
quired by section forty-eight or fifty-one. Within ten days after such meeting, 
_ the company shall submit to the commissioner a certificate setting forth the pro- 
ceedings thereof, the method of reduction and the amount thereof and of the 
assets and liabilities of the company, signed and sworn to by its president, secre- 
tary and a majority of its directors. If the commissioner finds that the reduction 
is made in conformity to law and that it will not be prejudicial to the public, he 
shall endorse his approval thereon and, except as hereinafter otherwise provided, 
upon filing the certificate, so endorsed, with the state secretary and paying a fee 
of twenty-five dollars for the filing thereof, the company may transact business 
upon the capital as reduced, and the commissioner shall, upon payment of the fee 
prescribed by section fourteen, issue his certificate to that effect. 

A company may, by a majority vote of its directors, after a reduction by a de- 
crease of the number of its shares, require the return of the original certificates of 
stock held by each stockholder in exchange for new certificates which it may issue 
in lieu thereof for such number of shares as each stockholder is entitled to in the 
proportion that the reduced capital bears to the original capital, or, after a reduc- 
tion by reducing the par value of its shares, require the return of the original cer- 
tificates of stock held by each stockholder in exchange for new certificates of stock 
of the reduced par value. 

Any company may temporarily reduce the amount of its capital stock below 
the minimum required by section forty-eight or fifty-one, by decreasing the par 
value of its shares; provided, that concurrently with such reduction it also in- 
creases its capital stock to an amount at least equal to said minimum in the second 
mode prescribed in section seventy; and, if, after such reduction and increase, 
the total capital stock actually paid in is of the same amount as prior thereto, no 
certificate of such reduction and increase need be filed with the state secretary, 
and no certificate need be issued by the commissioner, but a certificate signed and 
sworn to by the president, secretary and a majority of the directors setting forth 
such proceedings shall within sixty days after the meeting at which they are taken, 
be filed with the commissioner. Approved April 13, 1927. 


8 P.1DD09; Part-I. 


CHAPTER 284. 


Aw AcCT RELATIVE TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FORMATION AND LICENSING OF 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANIES AND FURTHER REGULATING THE TRANSACTION 
OF BUSINESS BY SUCH COMPANIES. 


_ Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, 
it is hereby declared an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public convenience. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws, as 
amended in section ninety-three by section thirty of chapter four hundred and 
eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by section nine of 
chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty- 
five, is hereby further amended by striking out said section ninety-three and in- 
serting in place thereof the following: — Section 93. No policy shall be issued by 
a mutual company formed to transact business under any one or more of the 
several subdivisions of the sixth clause of section forty-seven until it has secured 
applications for insurance on risks in the commonwealth the premiums on which 
shall amount to not less than one hundred thousand dollars and it has satisfied the 
commissioner that such premiums have been actually paid to it in full in cash, nor, 
if it proposes to transact business under subdivision (e) of said clause, until it has 
made arrangements satisfactory to the commissioner, by reinsurance, as provided 
in section twenty, to protect it from extraordinary losses caused by any one disaster. 

The lability of any policy holder in such a company to pay his proportionate 
part of any assessments which may be laid by the company, in accordance with 
law and his contract, on account of losses and expenses incurred while he was a 
member, shall continue so long as there are outstanding any obligations incurred 
while he was such a member. 

Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by striking out section five and inserting in place thereof the following: — 
Section 5. If the commissioner is satisfied, upon examination or other evidence 
submitted to him, that any foreign company is insolvent or is in an unsound finan- 
cial condition, or that its business policies or methods are unsound or improper, 
or that its condition or management is such as to render its further transaction of 
business hazardous to the public or its policy holders, or that it is transacting busi- 
ness fraudulently, or that its officers or agents have refused to submit to an exami- 
nation under section four or to perform any legal obligation relative thereto or 
that the amount of its funds, net cash or contingent assets is deficient or that its 
capital stock or deposit or guaranty capital is impaired, as set forth in section 
twenty-three A, or that such capital stock, deposit or guaranty capital has been 
reduced below the amount required by section one hundred and fifty-one, he shall 
revoke the license issued to said company under section one hundred and fifty- 
one and the licenses issued to all of its agents under section one hundred and sixty- 
three; or, if he is satisfied, as aforesaid, that any foreign company has violated 
any provision of law or has failed to comply with its charter, he may revoke such 
licenses or suspend them for a period not exceeding the unexpired terms thereof. 
He shall give written notice to the company specifying the date on which such rey- 
ocation or suspension shall be effective, the term of any such suspension and the 
ground for such revocation or suspension; provided, that if the ground for revo- 
eation or suspension is that the company has violated any provision of law or has 
failed to comply with its charter, the effective date of such revocation or suspen- 
sion shall be not less than ten days from the date of issue of said notice, and the 
particulars of such violation or failure to comply with its charter shall be specified 
in said notice. Such notice may be served by registered mail, sent postage pre- 
paid, addressed to the company at its last home office address or, in the case of a 
company described in section one hundred and fifty-five, to its resident manager 
in the United States at his last address, appearing on the records of the commis- 
sioner. An affidavit of the commissioner, in such form as he may prescribe, or of 
anyone authorized by him to give such notice, appended to a copy thereof, that 
such notice has been mailed as aforesaid shall be prima facie evidence that such 
notice has been duly given. He shall also cause notice of such revocation or sus- 
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pension to be published in such manner as he may deem necessary for the protec- 
tion of the public. Such company or its agents shall not make any contracts, or 
issue any policies, of insurance in the commonwealth after such revocation or sus- 
pension is effective nor until its license is restored by the commissioner. A com- 
pany aggrieved by a revocation or suspension of its license hereunder, may within 
ten days from the effective date of such revocation or suspension file a petition in 
the supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk or a review of such action of 
the commissioner. The court shall summarily hear and determine the question 
whether the ground for revocation or suspension specified in the notice of the 
commissioner exists and may make any appropriate order or decree. If the order 
or decree is adverse to the petitioning company it may within ten days therefrom 
appeal to the full court; and in case of such an appeal the revocation or suspension 
of the license of the said company shall continue in full force until the final deter- 
mination of the question by the full court, unless vacated by the commissioner 
during the pendency of such appeal. 

SEcTION 3. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as amended in section 
six by section three of chapter one hundred and fifty-four and section one of chap- 
ter two hundred and sixty-seven, both of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty- 
five, and by section two of chapter one hundred and fourteen of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further amended by striking out said section 
six and inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 6. If it appears to the 
commissioner that the capital of a domestic stock company other than a life com- 
pany is impaired to the extent of one quarter or more on the basis fixed by sections 
ten to twelve, inclusive, but that the company can with safety to the public and 
its policy holders be permitted to continue to transact business, he shall notify 
the company in writing that its capital is legally subject to be made good as pro- 
vided in section sixty-nine. If such a company other than a life company shall 
not within three months after receiving such notice satisfy the commissioner that 
it has fully made good its capital or reduced it as provided in section seventy-one, 
or, if he is satisfied that any domestic company is insolvent or in an unsound finan- 
cial condition, or that its business policies or methods are unsound or improper, 
or that its condition or management is such as to render its further transaction of 
business hazardous to the public or to its policy holders or creditors, or that it is 
transacting business fraudulently or that it or its officers or agents have refused 
to submit to an examination under section four or seventy-three, or that it has 
attempted or is attempting to compromise with its creditors on the ground that it 
is financially unable to pay its claims in full, or that, when its assets are less than 
its liabilities, inclusive of unearned premiums but exclusive of capital, if any, it 
has attempted or is attempting to the disadvantage of policy holders who have 
sustained losses to prefer or, has preferred, by reinsurance, policy holders who 
have sustained no losses, he shall, or, if he is satisfied that any domestic company 
has exceeded its powers or has violated any provision of law, or that the amount 
of its funds, insurance in force or premiums or number of risks is deficient or that 
its guaranty capital under section ninety B is impaired, as set forth in sections 
twenty-three, seventy-four, ninety-three D and one hundred and sixteen, he may, 
apply to the supreme judicial court for an injunction restraining it in whole or in 
part from further proceeding with its business. The court may issue a temporary 
injunction forthwith and may after a full hearing make the injunction permanent 
and may appoint one or more receivers to take possession of the property and 
effects of the company and to settle its affairs, subject to such rules and orders 
as the court may prescribe. 

Section 4. Section eleven of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “‘stock”’ in the fifth line the words: — 
and including, in the case of a mutual company with a guaranty capital, such 
guaranty capital, — so that the first paragraph will read as follows: — Section 11. 
Besides the reserve provided for in the two preceding sections he shall, except as 
provided in the following section, charge to each company as a liability all unpaid 
losses and claims for losses, and all other debts and liabilities, including in the case 
of a. stock company its capital stock and including, in the case of a mutual company 
with a guaranty capital, such guaranty capital. He shall allow to the credit of a 
company in the account of its financial condition only such assets as are available 
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for the payment of losses in this commonwealth, including all assets deposited with 
officers of other states or countries for the security of the policy holders of such 
company; but no holding or parcel of real estate shall be given a higher value 
than would be adequate to yield at three per cent annual interest the average 
amount of its net rental for three years next preceding, except that if a company 
shows to his satisfaction that the actual value of any of its real estate is greater 
than the value so ascertained, then the actual value of the said real estate as de- 
termined by the commissioner shall be allowed. 

Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by striking out section twenty-three A, as inserted by section two of 
chapter one hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty- 
five and as amended by section two of chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of 
the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five and by chapter five of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and twenty-six, and inserting in place thereof the following: — 
Section 23A. Every stock company, every foreign company described in section 
one hundred and fifty-five and every mutual company having a guaranty capital, 
other than a life company, shall forthwith notify the commissioner in writing in 
such form and detail as he may require of any impairment of its capital stock or 
deposit or guaranty capital, respectively, on the basis fixed by sections ten to 
twelve, inclusive. Every foreign mutual company, other than life, whose net 
cash assets or contingent assets become less than the amount required of said 
company by section one hundred and fifty-one, every domestic mutual company 
whose amount of insurance or premiums in force or number of risks on its books 
become less than the amount or number required of said company by section sev- 
enty-four, ninety A, ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-three A or ninety-three B, 
every mutual company which levies an assessment on its members, and every life 
company whose actual funds, exclusive of its capital, if any, are not of a net cash 
value equal to its liabilities, including the net value of its policies, computed by 
the rules of valuation established by sections nine to twelve, inclusive, shall forth- 
with notify the commissioner in writing as aforesaid to that effect. 

Every foreign company shall forthwith notify the commissioner in writing as 
aforesaid of any change of its corporate name, of the location of its home or prin- 
cipal office or of the amount of its paid-up capital stock or guaranty or deposit 
capital, and of any amendments to its charter or articles of incorporation relative 
to the classes of business it may transact and, in case of a foreign company described 
in section one hundred and fifty-five, of any change of its resident manager in the 
United States, or of the trustees, if any, appointed under section one hundred and 
fifty-six, or of the location of his or their principal office. Every foreign company 
shall, within thirty days after the filing of any such notice, or within such further 
time as the commissioner may allow, file with him duly certified documents exe- 
cuted and authenticated in a manner satisfactory to the commissioner setting forth 
any such change or amendment, other than a change of the location of its office or 
that of its resident manager or trustees. 

SEcTION 6. Section forty-seven of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, 
as amended by chapter one hundred and ninety-eight, section one of chapter two 
hundred and fifteen and section three of chapter two hundred and seventy-seven, 
all of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, by section three of chapter 
two hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five and 
by chapter forty-nine and section one of chapter fifty-three, both of the acts of the 
current year, is hereby further amended by striking out clause Sixth and insert- 
ing in place thereof the following: — Sixth, To insure (a) any person against bodily 
injury or death by accident, or (b) any person against loss or damage on account 
of the bodily injury or death by accident of any person, or against damage caused 
by teams, automobiles or other vehicles, except rolling stock of railways, to the 
property of another, for which loss or damage such person is liable, or (c) against 
loss or damage to, or loss of use of, motor vehicles designed to operate on land, 
their fittings and contents, whether such vehicles are being operated or not, and 
wherever the same may be, resulting from collision or accident, except loss or dam- 
age by fire or lightning or while being transported in any conveyance by land or 
water. (d) to make insurance upon the health of individuals, or (e) to insure the 
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payment of workmen’s compensation benefits under chapter one hundred and 
fifty-two. 

Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by striking out section forty-eight A, as inserted by section six of chapter 
four hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four and as 
amended by section four of chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and inserting in place thereof the following: — 
Section 48A. Ten or more persons, residents of this commonwealth, may form a 
mutual company (a) to transact the business set forth in any one of the clauses of 
section forty-seven, except the eleventh, fourteenth or fifteenth; (b) to transact 
the business set forth in the first and eighth clauses; (c) to transact the business set 
forth in the first and second or in the first, second and eighth clauses; or (d) to 
transact the business set forth in any two or more of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, ninth, tenth, twelfth and thirteenth clauses thereof. 

Section 8. Section fifty-four of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as 
amended by chapter one hundred and fifty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and twenty-three, by section two of chapter two hundred and ninety-eight and 
section six of chapter four hundred and fifty, both of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and twenty-four, and by section five of chapter two hundred and sixty-seven of 
the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further amended by strik- 
ing out clauses (c) and (e) and inserting in place thereof the following: — (c) the 
sixth, excepting subdivision (e) thereof, if authorized to transact life insurance, 
whether or not it has a capital stock, provided it has net cash assets over all lia- 
bilities, computed on the basis fixed by sections nine to twelve, inclusive, of not 
less than four hundred thousand dollars. 

(e) Any one or more of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, 
twelfth and thirteenth clauses, if authorized to transact business under any one 
of said clauses, provided that before transacting business under any such addi- 
tional clause, other than the fourth, it shall have net cash assets over all its liabili- 
ties, computed on the basis fixed by sections ten to twelve, inclusive, of not less 
than one hundred thousand dollars for each additional clause, which net cash assets 
shall be maintained as long as it transacts business under such additional clause; 
and provided further, that before transacting business under the fourth clause, it 
shall have a fully paid-up guaranty capital as provided in section ninety B and 
net cash assets, so computed, exclusive of said capital, of not less than one hundred 
thousand dollars. Any mutual company transacting business under this clause 
may accumulate and maintain the net cash assets required hereunder in addition 
to the amount permitted by section eighty. The provision of section twenty-one 
that a mutual boiler company may insure in a single risk an amount not exceeding 
one fourth of its net assets shall not apply to any mutual company transacting 
business under this clause. 

SECTION 9. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as amended in section 
seventy-three by section one of chapter fifty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and twenty-six, is hereby further amended by striking out said section seventy- 
three and inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 73. No policy shall 
be issued by a mutual fire company organized subsequent to April twenty-third, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and having no guaranty capital or having a 
guaranty capital of less than one hundred thousand dollars, until not less than one 
million dollars of insurance, in not less than four hundred separate risks upon prop- 
erty located in the commonwealth, has been subscribed for and entered on its 
books, nor until a list of the subscribers for insurance, with such other information 
as the commissioner may require, shall have been filed with him, nor until the 
president and secretary of the company shall have certified on oath that every 
subscription for insurance in the list so filed is genuine and made under an agree- 
ment in writing with the subscriber for insurance that he will accept the policies 
subscribed for by him and pay the full mutual premiums thereon in cash within 
thirty days of the granting by the commissioner of a certificate to issue policies 
as provided by section thirty-two. If such officers shall make a false oath relative 
to such list, they shall be guilty of perjury. 

No such company and no officer, director, agent or other representative thereof 
shall solicit any subscriptions for insurance until a copy of the form of subscription 
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agreement and of the receipt hereinafter mentioned has been filed with and approved 
by the commissioner, nor until it has furnished security in such form and such 
amount as the commissioner may require for the repayment of any premiums paid 
to it or any of its officers, directors, agents or representatives in advance as here- 
inafter provided nor until it has received from the commissioner a preliminary 
certificate, in such form as he may prescribe, authorizing it to solicit subscriptions. 

If any subscriber shall pay in whole or in part the premium on the policy for 
which he has subscribed, prior to the issue of the certificate required by section 
thirty-two, the company or the officer, director, agent or other representative re- 
ceiving such payment shall at the time of such payment deliver to the subscriber 
a receipt in a form approved by the commissioner evidencing such payment signed 
by the officer, director, agent or other representative, and any payment so made, 
shall be deemed payment. to the company. 

All premiums or parts thereof paid in advance by the subscribers shall be held 
in trust by the company pending the issue of the certificate required by said section 
thirty-two, shall not be used for any purpose prior to the issue thereof and shall, 
if such certificate is not issued within the time fixed by section forty-four, be re- 
funded in full to the subscribers. Such premiums shall not be deemed a liability 
under said section thirty-two. 

The president and treasurer of the company shall execute under oath and file 
with the commissioner whenever he shall require in writing a statement in such 
form as he may prescribe of all moneys received by the company or its officers, 
directors, agents or other representatives from subscribers prior to the issue of a 
certificate under said section thirty-two. 

The commissioner may at any time prior to the issue of such certificate examine 
the books, records and accounts of any such company and for this purpose he shall 
have all of the powers conferred by section four. 

The provisions of section one hundred and sixty-three shall apply to all persons, 
except the officers or directors of the company, soliciting subscriptions on behalf 
of such company. 

Any officer or director who uses or permits the use of such advance payments in 
violation of this section shall be personally liable to any subscriber for the amount 
of his payment and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor 
more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not less than one month 
nor more than two and one half years, or by both. 

Any officer, director, agent or other representative who solicits subscriptions in 
violation of this section, or who uses a form of subscription agreement or receipt 
not approved by the commissioner, or who accepts a payment in whole or in part 
of a premium from a subscriber and does not give to such subscriber a receipt as 
hereinbefore provided, shall be personally liable to any subscriber for the amount 
of his payment. A company, or any officer, director, agent or other representative 
thereof violating any provision of this section shall, except as otherwise provided 
herein, be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both. 

Section 10. Section eighty-one of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five 
is hereby amended by inserting after the word ‘‘or’ in the third line the words: 
—, except as provided in section seventy-three, in, — and by striking out, in the 
fourth line, the word ‘“‘may” and inserting in place thereof the word: — shall, — 
and also by striking out, in the sixth line, the words ‘“‘but such contingent liability 
of a member” and inserting in place thereof the words: — which liability, — so as 
to read as follows: — Section 81. Mutual fire companies, except as provided in 
the following section, shall charge and collect upon their policies a full mutual 
premium in cash or, except as provided in section seventy-three, in notes abso- 
lutely payable. Any such company shall in its by-laws and policies fix the con- 
tingent mutual lability of its members for the payment of losses and expenses not 
provided for by its cash funds, which liability shall not be less than an amount 
equal to and in addition to the cash premium written in his policy. The total 
amount of the liability of the policy holder shall be plainly and legibly stated upon 
the filing-back of each policy. Whenever any reduction is made in the contingent 
liability of members, such reduction shall apply proportionally to all policies in 
force, 
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SECTION 11. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as amended in section 
ninety by section four of chapter one hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nine- 
teen hundred and twenty-five and by section six of chapter two hundred and 
sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further 
amended by striking out said section ninety and inserting in place thereof the 
following: — Section 90. Mutual companies, other than life, formed to transact 
or transacting business under any one or more of clauses three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, twelve and thirteen of section forty-seven, or under clause (a), 
(b), (d) or (e) of section fifty-four, and the officers, directors, agents and members 
of such companies shall, except as provided in clause (e) of said section fifty-four 
and in sections ninety A, ninety B, ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-three A, 
ninety-three B, ninety-three C and ninety-three D, be subject to all the provisions 
of this chapter relating to mutual fire companies and their officers, directors, agents 
and members, so far as applicable. 

A policy holder in any domestic mutual company specified in the first paragraph 
of section fifty-five or in any domestic mutual company incorporated on or after 
April sixth, nineteen hundred and eleven and prior to January first, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-seven under a special charter and authorized to transact the 
same kinds of business as the mutual companies specified as aforesaid shall not be 
liable to pay his proportionate part of any assessments which may be laid by such 
companies unless he is notified of such assessment within one year after the expira- 
tion or cancellation of his policy. 

SecTIon 12. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by striking out section ninety-three D, inserted by section ten of chapter 
two hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and 
inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 93D. No domestic mutual 
company transacting business under clause three, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 
twelve or thirteen of section forty-seven, or under clause (b), (c) or (d) of section 
forty-eight A, whose amount of insurance in force or premiums or number of risks 
on its books become at any time from any cause less than the amounts or number 
required by section ninety A, ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-three A or ninety- 
three B, and no mutual company transacting business under the fourth clause of 
said section forty-seven whose guaranty capital required by section ninety B is 
impaired on the basis fixed by sections ten to twelve, inclusive, shall make any 
further insurance until it has secured applications for policies which shall restore 
the amount of insurance or premiums or number of risks to the amounts and num- 
ber required by said section ninety A, ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-three A 
and ninety-three B, nor until such guaranty capital is restored to the amount re- 
quired by said section ninety B, nor until such company in any case has obtained 
a certificate as provided in section seventy-four. 

SEcTION 13. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, as amended in section 
one hundred and fifty by chapter three hundred and seventy-two of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by striking out the 
second paragraph. 

Section 14. Section one hundred and fifty-one of said chapter one hundred 
and seventy-five, as amended by section twelve of chapter two hundred and sixty- 
seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five and by section one of chap- 
ter forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further 
amended by striking out clauses Second and Fifth and inserting in place thereof 
the following: — Second, it has satisfied the commissioner that (1) it is fully and 
legally organized under the laws of its state or government to do the business it 
proposes to transact; that (2) it has, if a stock company, other than a life compamy, 
a fully paid-up capital, exclusive of stockholders’ obligations of any description, 
unimpaired on the basis fixed by sections ten to twelve, inclusive, of an amount 
not less than is required by sections forty-eight and fifty-one of domestic stock 
companies transacting the same classes of business; that (3), it has, if a mutual 
company, other than a life company, and (a), if it proposes to transact business 
under any one of the clauses of section forty-seven, except the fourth, sixth, elev- 
enth, fourteenth or fifteenth, or under the first and eighth clauses thereof, net 
cash assets computed on the basis fixed by sections ten to twelve, inclusive, at least 
equal to the amount of capital required by sections forty-eight and fifty-one of a 
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domestic stock company transacting the same classes of business, or net cash 
assets, so computed, of not less than fifty thousand dollars and contingent assets 
of not less than three hundred thousand dollars, or net cash assets, so computed, 
of not less than seventy-five thousand dollars and contingent assets of not less than 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars; or (6), if it proposes to transact business 
under the fourth clause of said section forty-seven, a fully paid-up guaranty capital 
unimpaired on the basis fixed by sections ten to twelve, inclusive, of not less than 
two hundred thousand dollars and net cash assets, so computed, exclusive of said 
guaranty capital, of not less than one hundred thousand dollars; or (ce), if it pro- 
poses to transact business under the sixth clause of said section forty-seven, net 
cash assets, so computed, of not less than two hundred thousand dollars, or net 
cash assets, so computed, of not less than one hundred thousand dollars and con- 
tingent assets of not less than four hundred thousand dollars; or, (d), if it proposes 
to transact business under the first and second, or under the first, second and 
eighth clauses of said section forty-seven, net cash assets, so computed, at least 
equal to the amount of capital required by said sections forty-eight and fifty-one 
of a domestic stock company transacting the same classes of business, or net cash 
assets, so computed, of not less than two hundred thousand dollars and contingent 
assets of not less than four hundred thousand dollars, or (e), if it proposes to trans- 
act business under any two or more of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth, twelfth and thirteenth clauses of said section forty-seven, net cash 
assets, computed as aforesaid, at least equal to the amount of capital required 
by said sections forty-eight and fifty-one of-a domestic stock company transacting 
the same classes of business, or net cash assets, computed as aforesaid, of not less 
than seventy-five thousand dollars, and contingent assets of not less than one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for each clause under which it proposes to 
transact business, in addition, in any case, to the guaranty capital and net cash 
assets required by (b) hereof if it proposes to transact business under said fourth 
clause, and in addition to the net cash or net cash and contingent assets required 
by (c) hereof if it proposes to transact business under said sixth clause; that (4) 
such capital and assets, other than contingent, are well invested and available for 
the payment of losses in the commonwealth, that the company is in a sound finan- 
cial condition and that its business policies, methods and management are sound 
and proper; and (5) that it insures in a single risk wherever located an amount 
no larger than one tenth of its net assets except as provided in section twenty-one. 

Fifth, It has obtained from the commissioner a license stating that it has com- 
plied with the laws of the commonwealth and specifying the kinds of business it is 
authorized to transact, which the commissioner may refuse to issue if he is of the 
opinion that such refusal will be in the public interest. Every such license shall 
expire on June thirtieth of each year, unless sooner revoked or suspended as pro- 
vided in section five, but may be renewed by the commissioner on or before said 
date upon written application of the company, subject to all the provisions of this 
chapter excepting the provisions of the first and third clauses of this section, ap- 
plicable to the issue of a new license. 

Section 15. Chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the General Laws, as 
amended in section fifty-two by section fourteen of chapter two hundred and 
sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further 
amended by striking out said section fifty-two and inserting in place thereof the 
following: — Section 62. Any insurance company authorized to transact business 
in this commonwealth under subdivision (b) or (e) of the sixth clause of section 
forty-seven of chapter one hundred and seventy-five may, except as provided in 
clause (c) of section fifty-four of said chapter, insure the payment of the compen- 
sation provided for by this chapter, and when any such company insures the 
payment of such compensation it shall file with the commissioner of insurance its 
classifications of risks and premiums relating thereto and subsequent proposed 
classifications or premiums, which shall not take effect until approved by the 
commissioner of insurance as adequate for the risks to which they respectively 
apply. The commissioner may withdraw his approval. 

Section 16. Any foreign mutual insurance company, lawfully transacting 
business in the commonwealth at the time this act takes effect, may, subject other- 
wise to the provisions of chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws, 
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continue to transact business if and while it has net cash assets or net cash and 
- contingent assets of the amounts specified in the provisions of section one hundred 
and fifty-one of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five in effect immediately 
prior to the effective date of this act. 

Section 17. Any domestic mutual insurance company incorporated subsequent 
to October first, nineteen hundred and twenty-six, and prior to the effective date 
of this act to transact business under the sixth clause of section forty-seven of 
chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws may, subject otherwise 
to the provisions of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five, be authorized to. 
issue policies upon complying with the provisions of section ninety-three of said 
chapter in effect immediately prior to the effective date of this act. 

Any such company may be authorized and commence to issue policies at any 
time within one year from the effective date of this act; provided, that the cor- 
porate powers of such a company shall expire if it shall not commence to issue 
policies within one year as aforesaid. Approved April 20, 1927. 


CHAPTER 285. 
AN AcT RELATIVE TO REFERENCE PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE STANDARD FIRE POLICY. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws, as 
amended in section one hundred by chapter one hundred and fifty-two and by 
section one of chapter one hundred and ninety-eight, both of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and twenty-three, and by section eight of chapter four hundred and six 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby further amended by 
striking out said section one hundred and inserting in place thereof the three fol- 
lowing sections: — Section 100. If a claim is presented under any policy of fire 
insurance issued on property or interests in the commonwealth in the standard 
form set forth in the preceding section, and if the parties fail to agree as to the 
amount of loss, the company shall, within ten days after receiving a written de- 
mand from the insured for the reference of the amount of loss to three referees as 
provided in such policy, submit in writing the names and addresses of three per- 
sons to the insured, who shall, within ten days after receiving such names, notify 
the company in writing of his choice of one of the said persons to act as one of 
said referees. 

The insured shall submit in writing the names and addresses of three persons to 
the company, which shall, within ten days after receiving such names, notify the 
insured in writing of its choice of one of said persons to act as one of said referees. 

If, at the expiration of ten days from the choice of the second referee, the two 
referees chosen as hereinbefore provided, shall not have agreed upon and selected 
a person to act as the third referee, then either of the said referees or parties may 
make written application on oath to the commissioner in such form as he may 
prescribe, for the appointment of the third referee and the commissioner shall, 
after such summary inquiry or hearing, if any, as he may deem expedient, appoint 
@ person to serve as the third referee and shall notify such person and the parties 
in writing of such appointment. Section 100A. If, before an award is determined 
upon by the referees, any referee, including a referee appointed under this section, 
dies, resigns, is incapacitated, removes from the commonwealth or for any other 
reason is unable or refuses to serve, the company, if such referee was chosen by 
the insured, or the insured, if such referee was chosen by the company, or the 
company, the insured or the two referees chosen by the insured and the company, 
if such referee is a third referee chosen by the said two referees, or the company, 
the insured or either of said two referees, if such referee is the third referee ap- 
pointed by the commissioner, shall forthwith make written application on oath to 
the commissioner in such form as he may prescribe for the appointment of another 
referee. The application, unless it seeks the appointment of a third referee to 
succeed a third referee appointed by the commissioner, shall specify the full names 
and addresses of three persons. The commissioner shall, after such summary in- 
quiry or hearing, if any, as he may deem expedient, appoint a referee to fill the 
vacancy, but if the application specifies names as aforesaid, he shall appoint one 
of the persons so specified. The commissioner shall give written notice of the 
appointment to the appointee, to the parties and to the other referees. Nothing 
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in this section shall be construed to prohibit the insured and the company from 
filling any vacancy by mutual agreement. Section 100B. Every person nomi- 
nated, specified or appointed under either of the two preceding sections shall be 
disinterested, a resident of the commonwealth and willing to act as referee. Service 
as referee for either party within four months prior to the date of nomination or 
specification for appointment, or, in case of a third referee chosen by the two 
referees, the date of the choice of the second referee, or, if appointed by the com- 
missioner without specification, the date of application for appointment, shall be 
a disqualification for nomination, specification or appointment as aforesaid, unless 
with the written consent of the insured in case of a referee nominated by the com- 
pany, of the company in case of a referee nominated by the insured, and of both 
in case of a third referee. No person shall be specified in an application to the 
commissioner who has been previously nominated by either party in connection 
with the reference proceedings to which the application relates. 

Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by striking out section one hundred and one and inserting in place thereof 
the following: — Section 101. The referees chosen, selected or appointed under 
section one hundred or one hundred A shall within ten days after the selection or 
appointment of the third referee meet to hear the evidence in the case. They 
may adjourn the hearing from time to time but not more than one week shall 
elapse between hearings except by unanimous agreement of said referees. 

Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby further 
amended by inserting after section one hundred and one the seven following new 
sections: — Section 101A. ‘The referees shall reduce their award to writing and 
execute it in duplicate. The third referee shall forthwith publish the same by 
delivering one of the duplicates to the company, and one to the insured, but the 
same may be published in any other lawful manner. Section 101B. The company 
and the insured shall, if an award is rendered by the referees in favor of the insured, 
each be liable to the third referee for one half of his charges for compensation and 
expenses. The company shall, if an award is rendered in its favor orif no award 
is rendered, be liable to the third referee for the full amount thereof, but in such 
case, if the company makes any payment to the insured in settlement of his claim, 
it may deduct therefrom one half of such charges. The third referee shall forth- 
with, upon the publication of an award in favor of the insured, furnish the com- 
pany and the insured with a written statement specifying in detail his charges for 
compensation and expenses, and he shall forthwith upon the publication of an 
award in favor of the company, or if no award is rendered, furnish such a state- 
ment to the company alone. The company or the insured, if aggrieved by said 
charges, may within ten days from such publication, or, if no award is rendered, 
from the rendition of said statement, file with the commissioner, in such form as 
he may prescribe, a petition for a review thereof. After due hearing, notice of 
which shall be given forthwith by the commissioner to all parties in interest, the 
commissioner shall forthwith review and approve or disapprove said charges, in 
whole or in part, and his findings and decision shall be forthwith communicated in 
writing to the parties and shall, as well as all findings of fact made by him under 
section one hundred, one hundred A or one hundred B, be final and conclusive. 
Section 101C. Payment of the third referee’s charges, which shall be due and pay- 
able, except as hereinafter provided, upon the expiration of the ten day period 

rovided by section one hundred and one B for filing a petition for review, shall 
in all cases be made by the company, deducting from any award in favor of the 
insured his share of such charges. Neither payment of such charges to the referee 
or of an award to the insured, whether or not the sixty day period prescribed in 
said standard form of policy or in section one hundred and two has expired, shall 
be made prior to the expiration of said ten day period unless the insured in writing 
waives his right to petition for a review under section one hundred and one B, nor 
until notice of the commissioner’s decision on such review if a petition therefor is 
filed as aforesaid; but the company shall not be liable for interest on an award 
during said period of ten days or pending said decision. 

The payment of the compensation or expenses, or both, of any referee shall not 
in any case preclude the insured or the company from contesting the validity of 
the award. Section 101D. If a policy of fire insurance contains a reduced rate 
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or co-insurance clause, and if, in case of loss, the parties do not agree as to the 
sound value of the property affected, such value shall be determined by the referees 
chosen to determine the loss. If the parties agree as to the loss, but do not agree 
as to the amount of the sound value, said value shall be determined by referees 
appointed as provided in and subject to the provisions of sections one hundred to 
one hundred and one G, inclusive, and of said standard form. An award in writ- 
ing of a majority of the referees shall be final and conclusive on the parties as to 
the amount of the sound value. Section 101E. A company which in compliance 
with section one hundred or one hundred and one D joins in reference proceedings 
shall not thereby be held to have waived any legal defense to the claim in respect 
to. which the reference proceedings are held and such proceedings shall fix only the 
amount of the loss sustained by the insured or the sound value of the property, as 
the case may be, unless both parties shall agree in writing that the reference shall 
be held and shall proceed under the provisions of chapter two hundred and fifty- 
one. Section 101F. A company, or an officer, agent, adjuster or representative 
thereof having authority to represent the company in respect to a reference pro- 
ceeding, who wilfully refuses to comply with the provisions of sections one hundred, 
one hundred A, or one hundred and one D, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. Section 101G. The ap- 
pointment of a receiver for a domestic fire company, whether before or after any 
referees are chosen, selected or appointed under sections one hundred to one hun- 
dred and one E, inclusive, shall not affect the requirements of said sections, and 
the receiver shall be under the same duties and obligations and have the same 
rights and powers in relation to referees as are imposed and conferred by said 
sections upon the company. Any claim of a referee, whether chosen or appointed 
before or after the receiver’s appointment, for his compensation and expenses due 
from the company or the receiver shall be deemed and treated as preferred over 
claims for losses. 

Section 4. This act shall not apply to reference proceedings in respect to claims 
arising under the standard fire policy prior to the effective date hereof. 

Approved April 20, 1927. 
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P.D. 9, Part I. 139 
Report of Division of Fire Prevention 


1 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, 
q Boston, Mass., July 1, 1927. 
Commissioner of Insurance, State House, Boston. 


_ I have the honor to submit in compliance with the provisions of section 8, chap- 
ter 148 of the General Laws, the twenty-third annual report of this office on fires 
Teported during the year ending Dec. 31, 1926, as follows: 


STATE, INCLUDING THE City or Boston. 


The total number of fires reported throughout the State during the year 1926 
was 9,469; of these 6,360 were in frame buildings, 2,310 in brick, stone or cement 
yuildings and 799 other than building fires. 


Sound valuation of the property damaged by fire . : . $239,019,973 00 


Amount of insurance at risk thereon ; : ; . 274,669,401 00 
‘otal loss thereon : d 3 .. 20,873,310 27 
Total insurance loss thereon . ‘ : } ; ) . 18,453,835 96 


There were 98 fires of aR origin, or 1.04 per cent. 
otal loss thereon ; : { ; $152,775 97 


_ There were 594 fires of unknown niin or 6.3 zon cent. 
Total loss thereon ; : . $5,644,992 67 


STATE, NOT INCLUDING THE City or BosTon. 


The total number of fant reported in the State, not including the city of Boston 
during the year 1926 was 6,803; of these 5,312 were in frame buildings, 1,029 in 
brick, stone or cement buildings and 462 other than building fires. 


Sound valuation of the property damaged by fire. ? . $170,417,633 00 


Amount of insurance at risk thereon ; : . 174,614,181 00 
Total loss thereon : ; : : ; ; . 15,641,858 22 
Total insurance loss thereon . : ; : : 3 . 18,442,976 80 
_ There were 89 fires of incendiary origin, or 1.3 ei cent. 
Total loss thereon : ; : : $143,199 47 
_ There were 333 fires of unknown you or 4.4 aes cent. 
Total loss thereon . $3,075,375 66 


METROPOLITAN FIRE PREVENTION DIstTRICT. 


_ The total number of fires reported in the Metropolitan Fire Prevention District 
during the year 1926 was 4,831; of these 2,763 were in frame buildings, 1,589 in 
brick, stone or cement buildings, and 479 other than building fires. 


Sound valuation of the property damaged by fire. : . $107,771,295 00 
Amount of i insurance at risk thereon : : ; . 138,776,158 00 
Total loss thereon : f : : : 3 8,723,864 75 
Potal 1 insurance loss thereon .° : . : , : 8,375,180 12 


City or Boston. 


The total number of fires reported in the city of Boston during the year 1926 
was 2,666; of these 1,048 were in frame buildings, 1,281 were in brick, stone or 
ement buildings, and 337 other than building fires. 


Sound valuation of the property damaged by fire. ; . $68,602,140 00 
Amount of insurance at risk thereon 4 2 : . 100,055,220 00 
otal loss thereon ; : ; ; 5 f 5,231,452 05 
Total insurance loss thereon . ; A : ‘ , ; 5,010,859 16 


140 P.D. 9, Part@ 


There were 9 fires of incendiary pren or .34 Bud cent. 


Total loss thereon 4 : : $9,576 50 
There were 261 fires of unknown sii atis or 9.8 fore cent. ‘ 
Total loss thereon ; ; : ’ . $2,569,617 OF 


In GENERAL. 


The foregoing statistics indicate an increase throughout the Commonwealth in 
the number of fires occurring during the year 1926 in which loss or damage re- | 
sulted to property. A substantial reduction is shown however in the number of 
incendiary fires and the losses resulting from this cause show a reduction of more 
than fifty per cent from the losses due to incendiarism during the preceding year : 

The number of fires of incendiary origin was 98. ‘There were 88 arrests and pros. 
ecutions arising from these fires, resulting in 54 convictions. The number of de- 
fendants discharged was 26 and there are 18 cases pending. h 

The loss of life in fires during the year was greater than in 1925, fatalities re- 
sulting to 23 men, 8 women and 6 children. 

The department does not keep a record of brush, grass or chimney fires. The 
record of fires in this report refers in each instance to fires wherein property was 
damaged or destroyed. : 


GEO. C. NEAL, 


State Fire Marshal. 
Approved. 


A. F. FOOTE, 
Commissioner. 


P.D. 9, Part I. 
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BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS. 


STATISTICS OF Fires IN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1926. 


__ The following table shows the number of fires occurring in the cities and towns of 
the Commonwealth, the character of the building in which they originated (whether 
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brick, stone, cement or frame), and the total valuation, total insurance at risk, total 
loss, and total insurance loss during the year: — 


TaBLE No. 1.— Showing Number of Fires, Character of Building, Loss, etc. 


NUMBER OF FIREs. 


S$ 66 ; 
erat a 
B 8s gy 
m : 
Lint Sanaaad . aa 38 Total _ Total Total 
© -f oo ; Valuation. Insurance. Total Loss. Insurance 
§ do o3 a Loss. 
Ba ae Ss 
& °o 
Abington . : . ° 8 1 1 10 $38,860 $25,651 $15,121 03 $8,073 53 
: : : . 4 - - 4 17,050 11,800 8,135 00 4,525 00 
cushnet . : . “ 2 = - 2 5,650 9,000 805 00 355 00 
ams : . . . 4 = = 4 27,200 14,518 23,628 00 13,868 00 
£ a? . . . : 10 1 2 18 50,760 41,150 26,660 00 15,607 50 
or : . . . = = = 4 ‘ = = AS 
mesbury . . : 6 1 - 7 94,000 66,700 34,747 00 32,447 00 
mherst . : “ 11 1 = 182 184,273 119,350 113,801 00 73,807 70 
ndover . : 14 =e) = 1 Al 76,550 70,931 30,108 50 17,845 50 
m . . 45 6 4 & 929,400 878,200 53,597 15 52,397 15 
shburnham = 4 - - 4 28,500 7,500 27,778 00 28 00 
shby . . 3 1 - 4 10,345 9,600 11,368 84 8,768 84 
shfield . ° = = = x = = - - 
and ° mahal tes - Ee = = - - 

A . : 29 1 - 30 128,650 437,200 20,794 60 17,729 60 
_ ATTLEBORO : 30 3 - 33 351,100 465,700 36,833 29 36,318 29 
_ Auburn . ° 4 = - 4 14,025 13,500 13,100 00 11,300 00 
f von . . : 9 = 1 10 21,625 19,725 7,891 00 5,860 50 
Ayer . ; : Ba ASE Rey 112 8,400 11,200 2,914 00 2,914 00 
‘Barnsiabl . ° 14 = 2 16 96,100 74,000 27,962 47 23,255 47 
ere ‘ Ohlsen = 4 16,100 10,650 14,950 00 6,650 00 
} et ° 3 = = 7 = = = = 
Beatord : . 5 - 1 6 79,900 87,600 16,630 23 16,530 23 
Belchertown F aecmiann ee eis 3,300 2,800 42 00 42 00 
Be m . = = te = = - - 
Belmont. : 18 4 - 22 326,270 348,400 18,508 55 18,208 55 
| Berkley ‘ - - - ~ - ~ ~ - 
‘Berlin : ae eet ete bo - - - - 
Bernardston 3 - - 3 1,750 4,000 265 00 90 00 
BEVERLY . . 14 2 =". 06 287,185 201,900 38,160 80 36,837 80 
Billerica. : 12 = 3 615 23,856 39,135 15,252 00 10,252 00 
f cstone . . : = = = = = - - - 
nord : . 4 - - 4 8,000 8,500 6,095 00 5,970 00 
Bolton : . = = = = = = = a 
Boston . . 1,048 1,281 337 2,666) 68,602,140 100,055,220 5,231,452 05 5,010,859 16 
Bourne . 4 - 1 5 11,000 12,500 10,700 00 = 
Boxborough A 2 - - 2 7,300 5,523 5,916 00 5,116 08 
Boxford . 3 = - 3 4,100 1,200 3,800 00 a 
‘Boylston . 2 - - 2 2,100 - 1,950 00 ~ 
‘Braintree . 34 ~ 6 40 2,277,555 2,346,990 114,280 58 114,080 58 
Brewster . = = = = = = = = 
Bridgewater 8 - - 8 36,200 27,910 22,901 27 18,309 27 
Brimfield . . 5 = — 5 10,675 13,550 13,290 00 12,955 00 
BROCKTON . . 34 3 2 39 385,490 526,059 48,369 58 45,281 18 
Brookfield . ° 18 3 =a a ae 88,683 102,212 64,097 36 53,305 66 
oe . . . e238) | 10: 1,999,490 2,538,328 128,839 51 128,839 51 
. cklan 7 . . Ts > = or = Ee iT aa 
Burlington . : : 10 - ) om 33,300 34,550 35,807 38 32,074 38 

AMBRIDGE : . 154 49 21 224 6,892,093 5,473,695 507,611 68 490,172 68 
anton ° . ° 4 os 1 5 23,500 20,400 9,754 00 6,341 10 
arlisle . : - - = - - - - - 

Carver : . : = ae |e ~ = - - 

Charlemont : , 2 - = 2 16,000 11,950 17,400 00 11,950 00 
Charlton . ; I : | Reh ds 1,800 1,500 3,000 00 1,500 00 

Chatham . ; : ee oat 4") 2 47,500 53,600 2,529 58 2,449 58 
‘Chelmsford Bye Ne Ae hates on Bia ee 23,600 31,770 13,455 00 10,780 00 
Cuersea . . 8. 8 .| 106 62 14 182] 3,758,750 5,671,675 410,942 71 372,276 21 
oS See Pe SN aa ee Te 3,425 2, 3,125 00 1,812 50 
? UD ester . . . =a = =, = Zz: = = a 
‘Chesterfield . ; : Ns TPA ge - = ~ - = 

— . ° e ° a. 15 7 «69 1,116,409 978,490 95,143 38 87,696 38 
i UIDs . . . . a = = = —_ = = at 
Clarksburg . . , : 1 - - 1 550 2,000 1,250 00 1,000 00 
. ae . . . ° 12 1 - 8 156,500 156,700 76,273 24 75,546 57 
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Taste No. 1. — Showing Number of Fires, etc. — Continued. 


RES. 
NoumBER oF FI BuILDINGs AND CONTENTS. 


: = : 
gir y 
o _ i 
e 8: ‘ae ; ’ 
CITY OR TOWN. S #8 $2 Total __ Total Total 
2 +3 | | Valuation. Insurance. Total Loss. Insurance 
2 .keee sg oss. 
Ba Shee a | ee ‘ 
s 0 =o) 
RG ny | 
Cee ee ee ee. = SE aa ao hao. + 
saci : a i 8 - 2 10 $102,750 $68,650 $10,657 50 $10,292 50 
Sepcdate 5 ; K - - - = = = = ~ i 
ummington ~ - - - _ - - - 
Dalton ” i 3 2 - 1 3 5,750 3,300 950 00 850 00 
Dana 5 4 - = = = = = ae 
Danvers 50 4 6 = 60 590,130 2,970,275 93,282 29 83, 571. 29 
Dartmouth 14 - 3 17 67,075 50,100 29,115 00 20,870 13% 
Dedham . 6 - - 6 33,178 45,700 28,374 45 26,874 45 
Deerfield x 4 - - 4 12,000 17,000 16,611 00 15,204 68 
ennis A ‘ 6 - ~ 6 12,950 8,100 13,050 00 7,500 00— 
Dighton 2 - - 2 7,700 9,000 2,200 00 189 00° 
Douglas é 2 - = PA 42,250 6,650 7,912 00 2,712 00 } 
Dover 4 1 - - 1 2,500 1,500 104 20 104 20 
Dracut 5 12 - 1 13 14,500 26,000 23,825 25 21,825 25, 
Dudley e 2 - - 2 13,500 8,900 9,419 00 5,415 | 00° 
Dunstable - - - - - - - | 
Duxbury ‘ 4 - - 4 17,800 19,500 22,225 00 14, 295 | 00 
East Bridgewater | 17 - = 17 87,200 69,600 38,797 50 32) "427 50° 
Eastham . ; - ~ - - = = - Oey, 
Easthampton ; 11 - ~ 11 111,400 74,200 78,507 50 55,407 . 50. 
East Longmeadow 2 = - 2 10,000 14.150 6,335 00 5,237 00 
Easton : +f 1 ~ 5 14,400 7,074 9,076 50 5, 482 oF 
Ss cag “ - - - - = - - = 
remont . - — = = = = = = a 
Enfield ‘ x ; 1 - ~ 1 3,500 2,250 250 00 200 00 
Erving : : F 1 ~ - 1 925 150 925 00 150 ) OOF 
Essex = = = - - - = 
EvEREtTrT 83 20 2 105 2,285,753 2,654,540 243,057 52 _ 226,008 oT 4 
Fairhaven . 5 5 4 ~ - - - = - - 
Fatt RIVER Z . i 86 23 1 tg 10,773,857 9,820,164 531,370 69 508,293 92. 
Falmouth . ; ; Z 22 1 = 23 337,800 152,450 199,450 34 49, "325 
FircHBURG : . * 70 18 1 89 3,115,030 2,430,223 203,062 54 174, 046 89 
Florida h 4 5 - - = = = = - 
Foxborough : A ‘ ff - - 7 12,825 10,900 6,922 00 5,612 | 00 
Framingham 4 2 i 79 12 10 101 1,804,743 2,052,373 510,309 97 451,209 07 
Franklin . . X fC 13 3 - 16 448,145 510,183 280,127 04 27; "452 04 
Freetown . . : x 3 - - 3 3,700 2,000 3,700 00 Ay 500 00. 
Gardner 4 A < : 34 2 ~ 36 343,581 601,460 91,529 72 87, 755 65. 
Gayhead . - A a = - - - = - 
hen : i C 3 ~ - 3 4,800 5,500 600 00 200 00 
GLOUCESTER : ‘ “ 118 3 14 185 2,411,580 1,574,652 283,496 66 260,294 81 
Goshen P - = 1 1,700 4,500 4,500 00 4,500 00 
Gosnold = = = Z x ES x - By 
Grafton 15 2 17 42,750 47,950 42,588 25 24,890 25 
Granby _ ~ = = = as = - - 
Granville - = = = = a As - i 
Great Barrington 8 2 - 10 77,300 110,950 23,298 15 20,648 15 
Greenfield 12 2 - 14 232,653 235,000 66,131 21 59,481 2 
Greenwich . - = = = = = = - 
Groton Bh ea 58,200 9,300 5,646 50 3,946 50° 
Groveland . By Ge we 5 6,250 6,100 1,040 00 800 00 
Hadley = = e x a ay = - 
Halifax = us oa He: is = - 
Hamilton 304) (eR) OB 18,450 9,750 6,124 00 3,080 00° 
Hampden : : , 1 mT 1 1,975 1,400 2,900 00 1,400 00 
Hancock , ; % ‘ * oo S 2 wh 1 we 
Hanover = ue = = = EY m1 - 
Hanson 8 = 1 9 10,365 11,550 10,658 00 5,898 00 
Hardwick = “s a ae ‘= x - - a 
Harvard . 5 ~ - 5 34,500 20,800 10,400 00 1,465 00° 
Harwich ; 1 ne oh es ae 2,800 2,600 1,400 00 1,291 00 
Hatfield 4 , 7 - - 7 253,100 279, 200 243,045 75 243, 045 75 
arena ; A 3 115 37 9 161 8,590,031 4,664, 622 587,308 08 582,663 85 
icy . 5 - _ - _ - - - - = 
Heath . E : sy a AK by a ie 3. in 
Hingham . E ; — 3 ia} 3 ‘ts Zz a9 = 
Hinsdale . ‘ Z a a Lz a us « ne = 
Holbrook . : 6 1 1 8 40,925 50,500 16,856 41 15,791 41 
Holden : : 4 5 - - 5 13,250 10,100 11,750 00 8, 600) 00° 
Holland fi i y e3 fy i fe Mf a ee 
Holliston . . : A 2 - - 2 17,350 14,000 13,300 00 iL 650 | 00 
HOLYOKE : 66 81 Pd ENS bg 4,202,882 6,686,993 175,515 38 173,940 3 
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TaBLe No. 1.— Showing Number of Fires, etc. — Continued. 


NUMBER OF FIRES. 


BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS. 
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; = ; 
gs 
EG a ee 
; bp 
City OR TOWN. hea S8 Total Total Total 
: if g las) 4 Valuation. Insurance. Total Loss. Insurance 
$$ #o O38 & Loss. 
Ss pO BA 5 
Fy isa) oe) HH 
Hopedale . F | 2 - _ 2 $71,190 $93,000 $1,365 00 $1,365 00 
Hopkinton . ‘ : 10 = 2 12 36,630 43,825 18,825 50 10,725 95 
Hubbardston i" Z - - 2 4,450 5,100 469 00 469 00 
een é P 15 2 ~ 17 114,100 151,550 26,178 48 22,153 41 
Hull . i . - - - - - - - - 
Huntington f 1 - ~ 1 5,530 8,000 10,488 00 6,488 00 
Ipswich P 5 - = 5 65,400 67,446 38,209 50 34,264 50 
ingston . é 3 1 - +t 96,400 93,000 7,213 00 3,874 00 
Lakeville = = = = - ~ - - 
Lancaster 4 - _ 4 4,250 4,000 3,725 00 3,302 00 
Lanesborough 2 ~ - De 1,900 500 1,900 00 500 00 
LAWRENCE . 163 30 a 0 200 9,398,302 7,770,550 271,540 50 236,868 79 
ee. 4 7 1 - 8 114,200 110,700 8,678 20 8,653 20 
Leicester : = = = = ~ _ - - 
enox i = ct 3 i! - - ~ ~ 
LEOMINSTER : 3 62 8 2 72 5,596,367 5,152,833 120,165 54 119,010 54 
Leverett : i — = =" S ~ - ~ - 
Lexington . - A 22 1 2 25 166,645 163,580 39,070 57 29,291 37 
Leyden . é 1 - - 1 3,000 400 3,000 00 400 00 
Lincoln ; % 1 - = 1 12,000 14,000 12,500 00 8,250 00 
Littleton A u - - 1 1 400 1,100 400 00 - 
_ Longmeadow - , 2 2 2 1 5 32,200 24,700 9,302 48 3,702 48 
OWELL r B 2 190 35 — 225 7,717,331 10,661,811 1,694,666 48 1,642,949 03 
Ludlow 3 r 2 Fi = - ~ = =) aah oe 
Lunenburg : ‘ - - 1 6,848 5,587 5,667 20 5,454 20 
Lynn x p , 349 46 — 395 9,142,150 8,226,940 490,595 32 488,835 30 
Lynnfield : 4 : - ~ - - = = = == 
MALDEN : 2 F 76 8 1 85 1,605,615 1,041,565 86,925 10 82,413 00 
_ Manchester F u 13 il 1 15 68,325 64,500 17,572 90 5,611 14 
_ Mansfield ° : a 10 = - 10 126,320 71,350 50,331 40 46,483 72 
Marblehead : J - 29 - — 29 215,600 195,850 19,939 10 18,310 10 
_ Marion 3 » i a - 1 5 12,820 13,310 4,548 84 1,848 84 
MARLBOROUGH , é H 33 6 - 39 772,200 920,942 141,992 58 91,419 67 
Marshfield . F | x 8 1 - 0) 63,200 62,700 39,250 00 29,600 00 
Mashpee . 3 ‘ 4 - - - _ - - i S 
Mattapoisett F - - 10 - - 10 22,250 20,600 23,215 00 16,990 00 
Maynard . j P x 2 - - 2 8,300 9,550 2,510 00 2,460 00 
Medfield . 2 f < 1 - - 1 5,800 4,500 2,890 00 2,890 00 
_ MeEprorp b s 79 Gig yolk 96 762,087 850,201 154,884 39 152,322 86 
_ Medway ; ; ; 194 Cees srg) hae 90,150 92,370 67,669 25 54,455 50 
_MELRosz . 4 : 5 33 1 - 34 444,100 370,200 36,151 45 28,951 45 
Mendon ., y fi 1 — — 1 1,200 - 1,200 00 - 
Merrimac 3 : A 15 2 ~ 17 75,400 63,850 8,941 98 6,517 98 
ethuen : rig ¢ é 38 2 8 48 365,400 286,050 37,740 03 33,3806 11 
Middleborough 3 5 5 9 - - 9 35,885 65,700 19,329 48 16,144 48 
_ Middlefield 2 - 1 - _ 1 4,000 3,500 3,500 00 3,500 00 
_ Middleton 2 d oy ah A A ea ~ a fs 
Milford . : i 9 2 11 89,900 85,100 8,150 00 6,648 00 
Millbury 3 ; 6 - - 6 113,150 101,300 97,850 00 83,478 27 
illis 3 2 Z “ 74 _ 1 8 342,648 339,400 4,154 48 2,320 41 
Millville . ‘ é f - ~ ~ = ~ = = = 
ilton ’ : : 10 1 ee S| 36,100 53,200 2,776 45 2,711 45 
_ Monroe e a i af ty a a fe a w sy 
~ Monson - . - : 3 ~ - 3 8,500 6,700 3,300 00 640 00 
Montague . 2 : : 3 “ ~ 3 6,150 6,500 3,066 00 2,544 00 
Monterey . , i a ce a a itt a Ss by 
_ Montgomery A ( i sai a us a be zs ae ke 
- Mount Washingto H = - ~ = - ~ - - 
_ Nahant ‘ : P 4 ~ 3 a 17,115 20,490 6,148 98 5,928 98 
_ Nantucket . : A 2 = = 2 18,000 20,620 3,509 75 2,709 75 
ft Natick is i : 34 ~ 3 37 108,724 142,190 58,216 10 46,794 10 
Needham . A 4 20 1 2 23 271,325 188,509 140,032 42 65,120 09 
_ New Ashford ‘ a a x u “= = _ - 
i New Beprorp , H F 201 30 o2. 200 3,243,765 5,892,891 273,196 86 241,917 11 
_ New Braintree 3 i - — = = - - = - 
_ Newbury : ¢ 3 - - 3 11,800 42,500 13,625 00 - 
_NewsuryporT . ill ops 9 - 81 595,505 643,500 138,896 19 
_ New Marlborough : 24) OK PRE TO pew iia 3 5,575 5,900 6,050 00 0 
_ New Salem i | ae e! m ns a 3 i 
Newron . : ; CVieLGs: \ 1e':+, 49-280 1,093,180 1,436,465 124,247 98 
_ Norfolk b 2 5 5 - 1 6 38,500 24,750 29,460 00 
Norra Apams ., ‘ ; 27 1 G37 165,450 102,200 28,916 00 
_ NorrHamMpPTon { : 34 2 Ditrsie 422,140 318,950 31,170 81 27,345 81 
y North Andover . s Sah ERE a 73,500 50,600 12,715 00 11,640 00 
ee ee em Tak stor Pane tab yh sere chop eM br ian gr es 
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TaBLE No. 1. — Showing Number of Fires, etc. — Continued. 


P.D. 9, Part I. 


NUMBER OF FIREs. 


BuILDINGS AND CONTENTS. 


* ee 2 
. & 
5 & 
me) Be eo 
CITY OR TOWN. ~ Be a3 Total Total Total 
> -8 *3 _ | Valuation. Insurance. Total Loss. Insurance 
§ #2 535 3 Loss. 
5 —O 3M 6 
me Orc a 
North Attleborough . = = = z = 2 a 5 
orthborough ae 5 6 1 - 7 $16,400 $43,700 $34,015 00 $31,697 00 
Northbridge 9 1 Se 23,885 33,800 17,545 41 13,355 66 
North Brookfield ee - 12 52,000 33,025 484 23 484 23 
Northfield 4 +S 4 3,625 5,900 5,450 00 4,446 00 
North Readi = = = = = 7 = re 
Norton Abe 1 = 1 15,500 18,000 14,074 34 13,379 44 
Norwell 1 ~ - 1 8,000 6,500 8,500 00 ,000 00 
Norwood 16 3 3. 2B 610,850 911,750 7,342 10 5,150 59 
Oak Bluffs Bi) Wa oe 2 3,300 3,900 1,750 00 1,550 00 
Oakham os Be tee Seed = - - . 
Orange 19 Vee pe Oe 21,685 29,350 4,059 87 3,759 87 
Orleans 7 Ci 7 31,770 44,100 11,668 03 9,868 03 
Otis 4 -- - 4 10,050 7,050 9,850 00 6,800 00 
Oxford - - = = = = = a 
Polmer 13 3 a. - 49 173,145 153,500 27,150 70 17,820 35 
‘axton - = = = - = ~ = 
PEABODY 75 5 ee 9,043,194 8,669,041 186,307 00 146,443 00 
Pelham ae ae 4 3,750 3,875 5,150 00 3,275 00 
Pembroke 4 1 - 5 22,000 13,700 19,904 00 6,954 00 
Pepperell 3 - - 3 46,720 81, 500 52,445 00 4,250 00 
Peru . = = = = zi = rc 
Petersham = A = s es ss fs {3 
Phillipston 1 - = 1 1,100 4,100 4,100 00 4,100 00 
PrrrsFreLD : 14 2a SB 638,650 1,735,804 94,861 52 91,371 52 
Plainfield - - - - - = = = 
Plainville - - - - = = = 
Plymouth 35 2 a ae 412,278 314,099 40,144 97 39,354 87 
Plympton - - - - - - - — 
Prescott ae 2 750 - 750 00 - 
Princeton Bt eae 2 2,200 2,100 161 00 161 00 
Provincetown Ate ll ae 60,200 22,950 6,595 00 5,075 00 
cY 77 4 1 1,272,000 1,061,659 165,951 88 = 147,451 88 
Randolph ~ - - - ~ - - 
Raynham 11 - 5 16 31,625 22,450 6,376 36 4,815 00 
ing 21 ~ — 129,975 98,075 17,413 66 14,900 74 
Rehoboth 1 = hge aes 1 60,000 50,000 50,000 00 45,000 00 
EVERE 18.) a0) ae 1170 1,822,460 1,635,055 255,497 83 208,709 04 
Richmond 1 - - 1 2,000 1,500 2,000 00 1,500 00 
Rochester 1 a er 1 2,700 5,000 5,500 00 5,000 00 
Rockland a: i 2 99,000 113,200 17,556 50 11,590 05 
Rockport “a 8 38,600 30,300 18,955 95 14,865 85 
we 1 ay ers 1 400 800 1,100 00 800 00 
Rowley 1 - = 1 1,800 1,000 1,650 00 625 00 
Royalston 1 - - 1 2,400 6,100 3,897 50 3,897 50 
usse. - - - - - = - - 
Rutland 1 =p a= 1 16,000 21,500 21,500 00 20,500 00 
Baran 9 17 - 77 pans 1,014,618 122,732 60 ei . 
- - 3 1,750 4,80 3,900 00 3,800 
Sandisfield - - = = = = = - 
Sandwich 1 ee 1 2,200 1,000 2,500 00 1,000 00 
ugus 26 2 5 Be 145,790 130,232 22,463 78 15,795 28 
Savoy = = = = = = 
Scituate . at apne he z = = = 
Seekonk : 2 Mat ye 2 6,600 11,500 7,155 50 7,055 50 
Sharon : 11 - i’ 2B 97,300 72,875 33,331 16,937 50 
Sheffield ; a. 3 2 2 6,000 5,000 4,400 00 3,900 00 
Shelburne : -  - 1 1 1,000 1,000 108 27 108 27 
Sherborn : 5 - ~ 2 we a = i = 
Shirley e ' 5 - 2 5 47,686 22,125 15,300 50 3,662 65 
Shrewsbury : ; = - = = = = = a 
Shutesbury : ; - ~ = + = a <i af 
Somerset Me é 3s = 2 z AS 2 tS 
SOMERVILLE ; ; 90 25 5 120 1,293,245 1,665,755 255,132 37 242,563 37 
Southampton y : 2 = = 2 8,250 2,500 7,200 00 2,500 00 
uthborough . : 3 a? pe 3 7,735 6,900 5,510 00 3,180 00 
Southbridge 4 ‘ 11 3 - 14 316,668 250,185 35,421 76 33,902 44 
South Hadley : ; 60) ee 5 31,000 24,900 26,464 00 16,774 00 
Southwick ; : 3 mh Ee 3 12,300 8,350 8,200 00 7,700 00 
Spencer . ; ; 11 1 —- 100,500 92,800 77,297 43 57,447 43 
SPRINGFIELD : -| 203 140 75 418] 13,821,781 11,688,069 520,925 32 477,179 14 
Sterling . ; : 2:), Goats 2 1,000 5 1,900 00 1,300 00 
Stockbridge ‘ ee 3 9,908 4,500 9,908 00 2,300 00 
Stoneham . ; ‘ 17 1 = & 311,250 269,730 36,128 78 33,860 53 
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NUMBER OF FIRES. 


CITY OR TOWN. Total 


Building Fires. 


Frame or Stucco. 
Brick, Stone ‘or 

Cement. 
Total. 


Other than 


_ 


Neo] De |] Co 
— 
or 
“” 
oO 
on 


| rorl wo 
| 


erland ] 


39) a Se Ca ie ie) 
Ore 
—— 
Ma 


or 
_ 
for] 


eee 


ReOoonmnmotn) 
~I 


[ll eel 
orb 


oo 

Con _ to bo > or 
rom] Mae! Moet! Pantem| Saael 11 Sol | awe! Bi wohl 1 ial P&enmmwonmsi sii iii 

~] 

ml corel | isl 

i~) 

—" 

© 

<7) 


w 


West Bridgewater 
West Brookfield . 


co! | anor] 
= 
g 


~I 


We De 


\ port . = 
West Springfield . 
West Stockbridge 
West Tisbury : 
Veymouth . 


bo 


= 
cn 
3 


| conto 
~I 
ised 


51,000 
191,591 


27 360,230 
1,071.647 
490| 33,285,729 


6 25,900 
2 13,000 
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id Grand total 


_ Total State, exclusive of 
Boston 


5,312 1,029 


Total 


1,941,225 
86,000 


321,530 


8,400 
6,650 
70,300 
251,171 
290,050 
911,297 
32,989,782 


25,875 
12,600 


| TaBLeE No. 1.— Showing Number of Fires, etc. — Concluded. 


BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS. 


Valuation. Insurance. Total Loss. 


127,947 60 
14,900 00 


45,936 84 


2,400 00 
120,562 71 
38,139 40 


35,157 54 
72,716 72 


11,350 00 
30,439 77 

650 00 
25,883 00 
49,495 55 
28,180 00 
9,851 79 
11,320 56 


3,755 00 
11,651 00 
7,967 38 
68,111 22 


109,383 00 
162°182 64 
940,997 11 


19,573 46 
14,700 00 
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126,932 60 
13,450 00 


44,355 84 

1,900 00 
88'565 10 
20;862 40 


26,531 74 
69,791 62 


3s 


RARS 
SSSaS 


oo 

aS 
“I moro tro 
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~ 

S28 | 
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98,277 00 
154,173 11 
940,810 86 


14,123 46 
_ 12/600 00 


° - | 6,360 2,310 799 9,469] $239,019,773 $274,669,401 $20,873,310 27 $18,453,835 96 


462 6,803} $170,417,633 $174,614,181 $15,641,858 22 $13,442,976 80 
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P.D. 9, Part I. 
TaBLE No. 2. — Fires classified by Causes, Number of Fires from Cause and Loss. 


(‘‘S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; “‘B” signifies Boston.) 


No. of Loss. 
CAUSE. Oo. = 
Fires. Buildings. Contents. — 
Boili f fat, tar, oils, eto. S. 73 $47,831 39 $36,072 91 
ee a B. 26 3/054 62 13,126 62 
Total, buildings $50,886 01 $49,199 53 
Total, contents 49,199 53 
Total, buildings and contents 99 $100,085 54 
Burni t S. 95 $44,176 05 $24,343 86 
Signa B. 32 3°720 57 353 75 
Total, buildings $47,896 62 $24,697 61 
Total, contents 24,697 61 i 
Total, buildings and contents “ 127 $72,594 23 D 
Careless fumigation S. 7 $40,119 50 $1,018 50 
B. 2 60 - 
Total, buildings $40,179 50 $1,018 50° 
Total, contents 1,018 50 re, 
Total, buildings and contents . 9 $41,198 00 5 
Careless smoking . Ss. 1,051 $1,639,515 65 $1,472,313 79 
B. 648 300,473 60 268, 030 45 
Total, buildings $1,939,989 25 $1,740,344 
Total, contents 1,740,344 24 
Total, buildings and contents . 1,699 $3,680,333 49 
Careless use of matches Ss. 479 $419,259 12 $334,883 70 
B. 324 144,193 53 95,932 82 
Total, buildings $563,452 65 $430,816 52 — 
Total, contents 430,816 52 ‘a 
Total, buildings and contents . 803 $994,269 17 
Children and matches Ss. 363 $196,573 28 $71,632 82 
B. 122 39,871 60 13,489 05 
Total, buildings $236,444 88 $85,121 87 
Total, contents 85,121 87 Y 
Total, buildings and contents . 485 $321,566 75 
Defective chimneys S. 442 $644,401 31 $414,985 83 
B. 139 128,387 51 31,893 61 
Total, buildings $772,788 82 $446,879 44 
Total, contents 446,879 44 a 
Total, buildings and contents . 581 $1,219,668 26 
Defective construction . Ss. 3 $899 00 $590 00 
B. 2 2,235 00 2,608 61 
Total, buildings $3,134 00 $3,198 61 
Total, contents 3,198 61 ‘y 
Total, buildings and contents . 5 $6,332 61 
Defective heating apparatus . S. 95 $127,928 66 $64,549 § 
iB: 16 2,657 32 715 00 
Total, buildings $130,585 98 $65,264 80 
Total, contents 65,264 80 
Total, buildings and contents . ay th $195,850 78 
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TaBLE No. 2. — Fires classified by Causes, etc. — Continued. 


(‘S”’ signifies State, exclusive of Boston; ‘‘B” signifies Boston.) 


CAUSE. 


Defective heating apparatus, oil burning . 


Total, buildings , 
Total, contents . 


Total, buildings and contents . 
Electrical causes 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Escaping gas igniting 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 


Total, buildings and contents . 
Explosion of lamp, lantern or stove 


Total, buildings 
Total, contents 


Total, buildings and contents . 
Exposure. : ; 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Fireworks . : A 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Friction 2 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents s 
Gas and electric irons 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Grease in ventilator igniting . 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 5 - ; 


Total, buildings and contents . 


. 


Loss. 


Buildings. 


$79,851 36 
7,083 31 


$86,934 67 
101,106 26 


$188,040 93 
$797,104 54 
89,001 02 


$886,105 56 
642,663 43 


$1,528,768 99 


$24,973 30 
1,081 00 


$26,054 30 
4,523 59 


$30,577 89 
$317,876 00 
12,659 76 


$330,535 76 
83,428 15 


$413,963 91 


$481,723 09 


$481,723 09 
548,399 61 


$1,030,122 70 


$50,110 06 
18,579 66 


$68,689 72 
20,834 20 


$89,523 92 
$66,575 39 
59,308 88 


$125,884 27 
285,877 60 


$411,761 87 
$48,815 31 
7,141 96 


$55,957 27 
58,825 05 


$114,782 32 


$851 47 


$851 47 
140 78 


$992 25 


147 


Contents. 


$100,148 08 
958 18 


$101,106 26 


$557,081 61 
85,581 82 


$642,663 43 


$4,103 59 
420 00 


$4,523 59 


$79,830 74 
3,597 41 


$83,428 15 


$548,399 61 


$548,399 61 


$15,974 62 
4,859 58 


$20,834 20 


$122,971 72 
162,905 88 


$285,877 60 


$44,535 62 
14,289 43 


$58,825 05 


$140 78 
$140 78 
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TaBLE No. 2. — Fires classified by Causes, etc. — Continued. 
(‘‘S”’ signifies State, exclusive of Boston; 


P.D. 9, Part I. 


“B” signifies Boston.) 


Loss. 
CAUSE. ol ag = 
Tes. Buildings. Contents. 
Heating or lighting apparatus i sees fess Seal, or 
ko ateriel ? x4 Sa Ss. 334 $177,171 69 $138,737 28 
B. 138 58,337 68 25,651 81 
Total, buildings : $235,509 37 $164,389 09 
Total, contents > 164,389 09 
Total, buildings and contents . 472 $399,898 46 
Hot ashes S. 192 $213,050 49 $65,821 26 
B. 62 29,716 52 10,484 76 
Total, buildings . $242,767 O01 $76,306 02 
Total, contents 76,306 02 
Total, buildings and contents . * = - - 254 $319,073 03 
Incendiary . ‘ ° S. 89 $105,774 37 $37,425 10 
B. 9 6,699 00 2,877 50 
Total, buildings $112,473 37 $40,302 60 
Total, contents 40,302 60 
Total, buildings and contents . : A ‘ : 98 $152,775 97 
Lighting fire with kerosene or gasoline = 6 $1,825 00 $789 46 
Total, buildings - ; ~ A : j > $1,825 00 ‘$789 46 
Total, contents : 4 - P ; ; é 789 46 
Total, buildings and contents . : ‘ - 5 6 $2,614 46 
Lightning S. 52 $37,332 05 $162,163 60 
B. 1 24 00 - 
Total, buildings . 5 2 ‘ a : $37,356 05 $162,163 60 
Total, contents A ; s & A ; ‘ 162,163 60 
Total, buildings and contents . : : 3 : 53 $199,519 65 
Malicious mischief : Ss. 58 $17,992 68 $3,789 05 
B. 48 15,738 61 19,724 34 
Total, buildings ; 5 F ; : - B $33,731 29 $23,513 39 
Total, contents ; x J ; d 23,513 39 — 
Total, buildings and contents . . , : 4 106 $57,244 68 
Mechanics’ torches S. 30 $52,399 72 $40,582 67 
B. 13 6,801 84 4,384 26 
Total, buildings . ~ : “ f - . $59,201 56 $44,966 93 
Total, contents A - . A - . 44,966 93 
Total, buildings and contents . ‘ : : 5 43 $104,168 49 
Miscellaneous, I . 2 : . eda: 8 45 $21,467 26 $19,724 48 
B. 13 26,295 00 1,248 51 
Total, buildings - i . : 3 3 $47,762 26 $20,972 99 
Total, contents 5 s . 3 k a 20,972 99 
Total, buildings and contents . 5 A 3 y 58 $68,735 25 
Oil-burning apparatus, improper care of , - . Ss. 3 $653 00 $95 00 
B. 7 2,551 41 1,093 00 
Total, buildings b : ( Z 4 4 
Total, contents f ‘ : i wat 00 or 
Total, buildings and contents . é é é 10 «$4392 41 
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TaBLE No. 2. — Fires classified by Causes, etc. — Continued. 
(‘S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; ‘‘B’”’ signifies Boston.) 


CAUSE. 


Overheated covking and heating apparatus 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents ’ 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Rats and matches 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 


Total, buildings and contents . 


Sparks from bonfires, brush, forest or grass fires 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . . 


Sparks from chimney . é ‘ s L 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Sparks from furnaces, forges, stoves or fireplaces 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . ‘ 


Sparks from locomotive 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Spontaneous ignition . , , : 
Total, buildings 


Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


_ Thawing water pipes 

j Total, buildings . s * 

5 Total, contents ; ; 2 
Total, buildings and contents . 


i 


' 
Li Unknown . 2 s : } a 


Total, buildings 
Total, contents 


Be Total, buildings and contents . A 


win 


bien 


wr 


Won 


Won 


Won 


Won 


Win 


Won 


Loss. 


No. of 

Fires. Buildings. 
438 $497,226 57 
91 103,285 88 
$600,512 45 
353,444 94 
529 $953,957 39 
60 $69,478 53 
9 ,141 40 
$72,619 93 
47,154 10 
69 $119,774 03 
136 $89,613 60 
9 2,211 00 
$91,824 60 
36,020 00 
145 $127,844 60 
440 $180,802 66 
83 29,823 48 
$210,626 14 
72,835 68 
523 $283,461 82 
134 $141,660 81 
39 ; 58 
$167,631 39 
72,763 21 
173 $240,394 60 
28 $46,774 70 
9 264 00 
$47,038 70 
67,438 10 
37 $114,476 80 
479 $989,341 02 
99 222,537 67 
$1,211,878 69 
1,129,518 16 
578 $2,341,396 85 
44 $24,510 00 
9 3,590 08 
$28,100 08 
9,476 39 
53 $37,576 47 
214 $1,343,814 79 
214 4,579 79 
$2,278,394 58 
2,468,964 97 
428 $4,747,359 55 


Contents. 


$296,782 
56,662 


$353,444 


$44,596 
2,557 


$47,154 


$35,603 
417 


$36,020 


$60,082 
12,753 


$72,835 


$63,974 
8,788 


$72,763 


$66,859 
57 


- $67,438 


$783,105 
346,412 


$1,129,518 


$9,206 
270 


$9,476 


$1,094,191 
1,374,773 


$2,468,964 


59 
35 


94 


58 
52 


10 


8s 


68 
68 


59 
62 


21 


70 


8 40 


10 


36 


39 


39 


: 
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TABLE No. 2.— Fires classified by Causes, etc. — Concluded. 


(“S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; ‘‘B”’ signifies Boston.) 


CAUSE. 


Unknown, suspicious 
Total, buildings 
Total, contents 


Total, buildings and contents 
Volatile oils and inflammable liquids, ignition of 


Total, buildings 
Total, contents 
Total, buildings and contents . 


Grand Total 


Win 


Bra 


No. of 
Fires. 


119 
47 


166 


256 
114 


370 
9,469 


Loss. 


Buildings. 


$332,948 81 
123,452 27 


$456,401 08 
441,232 04 


$897,633 12 
$80,938 94 
60,495 77 


$141,434 71 
149,267 02 


$290,701 73 


$20,873,310 27 


Contents. 


$304,420 37 
136,811 67 


$441,232 04 


$98,084 25 
51,182 77 


$149,267 02 


TaBLeE No. 3.— Giving Description of Property, Number of Fires, and Loss. 


(‘‘S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; ‘‘B”’ signifies Boston.) 


Loss. 
PROPERTY. No. of 
Fires. Buildings. Contents. 
Asylums . . . . . ry e Ss. 2 $225 00 = 
B. - ~ - 
| 
Total . : . x : 3 2 $225 00 - 
Automobiles Ss 421 - $92,099 90 
B. 245 2 33,044 16 ~ 
Total . , : 666 - $125,144 06 
Bakeries Ss. 23 $11,992 71 $10,676 78 — 
B. 10 3,677 96 7,932 40 — 
Total 33 $15,670 67 $18,609 18 i 
Banks . 8. 3 $2,750 00 $9,257 24 
B. 3 116 67 564 70 
Total 6 $2,866 67 $9,821 94 { 
q 
Barber shops Ss. 19 $4,487 53 $4,201 00 
B. 6 10,768 13 6,440 34 
Total 25 $15,255 66 $10,641 34 5 
Barns and stables eens S, 232 $338,095 58 $148,988 97 
B. 21 21,548 25 45,213 25 
Total 253 $359,643 83 $194,202 22 
Blacksmith shops . S. 13 $4,962 00 $1,570 00 
B. 1 20 00 - @ 
Total 14 $4,982 00 $1,570 00 
Boarding and lodging houses and dormitories . Ss. 47 $52,687 79 $7,091 22 © 
B. 76 107,510 89 33,743 67 
Total 123 $160,198 68 $40,834 89 — 
Boats . S. 13 $22,207 00 $600 00 
B. 17 12,682 00 18,805 00 
Total 30 $34,889 00 $19,405 00 
Bowling alleys S. 3 $4,521 00 $10,500 00 
B. 7, 65,729 70 13,201 96 
Total 10 $70,250 70 $23,701 96 
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TaBLE No. 3.— Giving Description of Property, etc. — Continued. 
(“S”’ signifies State, exclusive of Boston; “B’’ signifies Boston.) 


N Loss. 
PROPERTY. ne Of | 
res. Buildings. Contents. 

Bridges . . . . . . . . s. 3 $55 00 sia 
1 B. 10 405 00 - 
GR CES Fs oN aaa 13 $460 00 = 
Buildings in process of construction A é Ss. 19 $202,791 13 $4,110 00 
_ B. 4 16,770 00 - 
- Total . , : ; ; : ” ; j 23 $219,561 13 $4,110 00 
iL. 
Business blocks and office buildings s. 119 $694,265 89 $581,707 87 
‘4 B. 114 251,213 77 496,364 74 
' 

Total . ‘ : ‘ 2 : . ! : 233 $945,479 66 $1,078,072 61 
Carpenter shops 8. 5 $4,660 00 $6,593 94 
oe, Total . ’ : ; ‘ : : : ‘ 5 $4,660 00 $6,593 94 
Churches. F : ; : : , Ss. 25 $213,699 28 $82,462 97 
. B. 7 14,389 26 1,939 86 

f Total . : u : ‘ : ? : ? 32 $228,088 54 $84,402 83 
+ 
Cloak and suit or clothing factories or shops S. 1 $1,273 00 $4,603 02 
. B. 24 25,220 54 145,979 81 
| Total . : r ; ; : { ‘ ‘ 25 $26,493 54 $150,582 83 
‘Clothing or furnishing shops . S. 8 $5,779 60 $25,825 28 
i B. 6 33,917 41 60,380 41 
| Total : . F : : , : as 14 $39,697 O1 $86,205 69 
Club and lodge rooms S. 23 $26,181 22 $11,980 25 
| B. 10 9,201 95 5,083 00 
| Total . ‘ ; - F F / F ‘ 33 $35,383 17 $17,063 25 
! 
‘Coal yards . 2 z F Ss. 5 $14.723 10 $3,653 41 
jes B 3 928 77 531 44 
i EON RCE AE SRT AIRS a ae 5 $15,651 87 $4,184 85 
Cotton mills : ' ; S. 12 $66,301 19 $69 54 
rf B. 2 = 2,603 00 
™ Total . : : ; P ; : 2 : 14 $66,301 19 $2,672 54 
Department stores S. 7 $309,977 44 $656,663 61 
; B. 3 3,419 09 604 90 
™ Total . P ; : : , : t Z 10 $313,396 53 $657,268 51 
Docks and wharves S. 3 $879 00 $25 00 
B. 8 25,692 48 - 
_ Total . : f F . f ; ; y 11 $26,571 48 $25 00 
| Drug factories Ss. $499 63 $489 15 
hy: B. 2 17,481 78 4,608 52 
i_ ‘Total . , : ; : : : : ’ 4 $17,981 41 $5,097 67 
Drug stores . Ss. 8 $1,753 00 $10,099 08 
B. 13 8,343 96 21,689 22 
Vs 
= Total . ' : : ’ : 2 4 ; 21 $10,096 96 $31,788 30 
D cleaning and dyeing establishments . Ss. 3 $279 60 $163 16 
Hy B. 1 40 38 108 00 
Rn a be eetewe ate els ah 4 $319 98 $271 16 
Dwellings . . ; : } , , S. 3,542 $3,216,964 01 $1,193,695 48 
3 Bd 20 722,157 09 248,565 90 


Total . ° ° ° . ° s . 4,743 $3,939,121 10 $1,442,261 38 
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TaBLE No. 3. — Giving Description of Property, etc. — Continued. : 


(“S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; “B”’ signifies Boston.) 


PROPERTY No. of = 
| Fires. Buildings. Contents. 
Factories and workshops not otherwise listed . ‘ ee sors a git re 
inet a ee oa es) Rte” perenne ema 306 $866,115 99 $1,117,169 98 
Food and canning plants * : : 4 ; Ss. pe $1,383 00 $30 
B. 4 1,376 99 10,634 
Toi: x.) 5 6 $2,759 99 $10,664 
Foundries . « S. | $15,394 00 $13,325 61 
B. 5 7,694 30 9,921 
Total 16 $23,088 30 $23,246 € 
Garages ety RE ‘ S. 243 $112,865 49 $104,533 31 
B. 51 15,391 08 24,522 70 
Total aha gi 294 $128,256 57 $129,056 01 
Gas and electrical plants . . 4 $1,105 37 $3,291 7 ; 
Total é : 4 $1,105 37 $3,291 75 
Greenhouses ; ‘ : = 10 $5,93 1 00 $2,7 66 0 y 
Total . nia? 10 $5,931 00 $2,766 00 
Halls . ; S. 11 $83,356 20 $5,884 74 
B. 1 10,171 00 1,750 42 
Total . 12 $93,527 20 $7,635 16 
Hat and cap factories or shops : = si e 4 ‘ 
Total . . : = = - 
Henneries S. 24 $5,887 10 $9,358 OL 
B. 2 115 00 - 
Total . ne ene : 26 $6,002 10 $9,358 OL 
Hosieries } : 8. 1 $50 00 $50 00 
Total . 1 $50 00 $50 00 
Hospitals : S. 8 $24,188 39 $3,598 00. 
B. 5 2,042 85 755 00) 
Total : : 13 $26,231 24 $4,353 00. 
Hotels Sot ae S. 34 $233,895 45 $52,787 26 
B. 11 32,373 07 5,383 98) 
Total 45 $266,268 58 $58,171 24 
lon Howmen: 4) | 2s: tue 30s ; S. 17 $75,781 50 $35,405 ( ) 
Total : : 17 $75,781 50 $35,405 00 
Jewelry and watch factories . ; &. 7 : a 
Total 2 — = 4 
Junk and rag shops ; S. 6 $22,248 99 $42,224 
B. 8 22,106 66 1,537 
Total 14 $24,355 65 $43,761 
Laundries S. 17 $3,491 82 34,781 
; B. 7 8,133 57 8,132 9 
Total . 24 $11,625 39 $12,914 13 


i. 


ij 
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TaBLeE No. 3.— Giving Description of Property, etc. — Continued. 
(“S”’ signifies State, exclusive of Boston; “B” signifies Boston.) 
Loss. 
PROPERTY. No. of 

Fires. Buildings, Contents. 
| Leather establishments . S. 8 $60,632 66 $39,687 58 
B. 8 3,792 99 28,989 88 
Total 16 $64,425 65 $68,677 46 
| Lumber yards “ Ss. 3 $10 00 $1,700 00 
B. 5 707 00 5 00 
Total 8 $717 00 $1,705 00 
‘Machineshopp . . . . S. 9 $10,148 35 $10,893 64 
i : B. 3 113,423 00 230,734 55 
Total Z 12 $123,571 35 $241,628 19 
| Motorcycles ‘ s. 1 - $5 00 
B. 1 = 150 00 
‘Total 2 - $155 00 
‘Novelty and toy shops . bes 7 $15,234 38 $20,901 70 
Total 7 $15,234 38 $20,901 70 
‘Out buildings =. S. 87 $21,921 64 $13,347 00 
F B. 45 6,672 36 2,970 00 
Total 132 $28,594 00 $16,317 00 
| Paint shops . 7 E A 5 * Ss. 12 $12,959 72 $15,846 40 
B. 4 2,751 45 1,358 15 
Total 16 $15,711 17 $17,204 55 
Paper mills S. 6 $8,811 33 $3,169 23 
; B. 1 - 1,340 08 
Total Z $8,811 33 $4,509 31 
' Photograph studios S. 2 $650 00 $680 62 
| B. 2 4,381 50 1,311 00 
Total 4 $5,031 50 $1,991 62 
umbing shops S. 5 $14,411 00 $27,434 25 
B. 6 ,847 04 2,473 22 
Total 11 $16,258 04 $29,907 47 
Pool and billiard rooms s. 8 $18,134 86 $6,971 00 

; B. 2 153 34 - 
Total . 10 $18,288 20 $6,971 00 
Printing establishments and newspaper plants Ss. a $1,001 58 $3,779 17 
B. 9 32,866 O1 20,107 13 
Total 2 16 $33,867 59 $23,886 30 
Public buildings and other public property 8s. 22 $85,219 53 $25,014 00 
B. 10 2,102 50 2,110 00 
Total A 32 $87,322 03 $27,124 00 
Railroad buildings and rolling stock Ss. 10 $7,401 36 $368 50 
B. 22 3,365 82 5,239 75 
Total . Zl : c ; A 32 $10,767 18 $5,608 25 
Restaurants A “ t A . S. 54 $33,699 23 $33,171 79 
B. 41 69,466 83 37,379 53 
‘Fotal *'; , : ~ - a 95 $103,166 06 $70,551 32 
- Schools and academies, private Ss. 7 $45,095 00 $6,617 73 
B. 2 75 00 255 00 
Total 5 $45,170 00 $6,872 73 
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TasLE No. 3.— Giving Description of Property, etc. — Concluded. 


(“S” signifies State, exclusive of Boston; “B’’ signifies Boston.) 


PROPERTY No. of ne 
: Fires. Buildings. Contents. 
Schools, public &. ¥ wert a me Fe 
Total 24 $8,354 84 $605 82. 
Storehouses and warehouses . — - i ee “il gets af 
Total . - . . . 204 $432,551 83 $1,087,289 50. 
Shoe factories : 5 : = er: rae ae a 32 | 
Total . ; : . ° 4 58 $53,072 53 $236,217 18 
ee : 3 8 
Total 640 $811,201 85 $748,057 80 
Stores, retail, unclassed . A Ss. 438 $546,719 89 $795,843 25 
B. 208 245,743 45 283,623 12 
Total . 646 $792,463 34 $1,079,466 37 
Pee cottages and camps . = 62 $108,935 92 $25,770 00 
Total 62 $108,935 92 $25,770 00 
Tailor shops Ss. 18 $4,884 12 $11,839 78 
B. 10 21,688 04 f 63 
Total 28 $26,572 16 $16,846 41. 
Tanneries a 3 a 
Total . ° ° . * = > 
Theatres Ss. 27 $190,463 15 $38,499 32 — 
B. 5 4,431 48 70 00 — 
Total 32 $194,894 63 $38,569 32 
Unclassed s. 138 $205,621 99 $54,260 15 | 
B. 61 30,165 40 1,364 63 © 
Total 199 $235,787 39 $55,624 78 © 
Underwear factories = - - - 
Total , = = = 
Woodworking plants with power Ss. 17 $93,297 50 $50,129 74 
B. 10 21,171 28 62,165 80 
Total 27 $114,468 78 $112,295 54 | 
Woolen mills 8. 6 $6,870 O1 $9,418 79 
B. 1 210 00 100 00 
Total 7 $7,080 01 $9,518 79 
Grand Total . 9,469 ~~ $11,446,663 40 $9,426,646 87 
Grand Total, State, exclusive of Boston . 5 6,803 $8,970,786 61 $6,671,071 61 
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TaBLE No. 4. — Number of Incendiary and Unknown Fires in the State, exclusive of 
Boston and in Boston, and the Number of Arrests and Convictions in the State, 
from the Year 1897 to 1926, inclusive. 


STATE, EXCLUSIVE 


Sey eee Boston. STATE. 
YEAR. 
Incen- Un- Incen- Un- Convic- 
diary. known. diary. known. Arrests. tions. 
1897 . : 2 : 299 347 38 62 56 41 
1898 . é 2 3 257 354 26 49 75 50 
1899 . H ; 248 374 31 62 79 44 
1900 . : 4 233 382 33 97 64 34 
1901 . 211 343 42 83 71 47 
1902 z “ 203 261 21 104 70 42 
1903 . : ; : 190 182 19 76 97 57 
1904 . - : 209 216 33 65 79 54 
1905 . : 2 146 306 45 127 90 60 
1906 . : : 2 i 141 418 12 186 66 47 
1907 . d ” 124 436 19 211 80 60 
1908 - . : 162 434 37 259 110 50 
1909 . : 135 459 16 182 100 68 
1910 3 » 111 448 9 111 67 34 
T91T> . ~ y 102 521 8 199 70 45 
1912) * 126 488 20 231 61 44 
1913 . : ; 137 bar 3 257 67 40 
1914 . “ ; 126 655 17 269 61 43 
1915 . : Z 146 617 29 351 78 49 
1916 . 134 540 21 267 141 69 
1917 . = ; 110 446 16 241 71 32 
1918 . 3 4 65 375 12 185 46 29 
1919 59 415 6 219 a2 24 
1920 . : ‘ 44 294 7 179 25 13 
1921 78 552 2 128 59 24 
1922 2 3 é 82 301 9 139 48 28 
1923 4 ‘ 98 291 Z| 141 82 47 
1924 : 102 345 17 151 49 16 
1925 z 111 291 fi 203 89 41 
1926 89 594 9 261 88 54 


TaBLe No. 5.— Number of Fires in State and Loss from Same from the Year 1897 
to 1926, inclusive. 


Total State, 
YEAR. Number of exclusive of Boston. Total Loss. 
Fires. Boston. 
1897 . x 3 : z uv 4,030 2,961 1,069 $4,369,428 00 
1898 s 2 P 2 - ‘ E é 4,513 3,403 1,110 6,150,154 O00 
1899 . : f ; : £ i i 5,325 4,064 1,261 6,783,084 00 
1900 . F ; : 3 3 F i 4,968 3,709 1,259 5,983,385 00 
1901 ‘ u : : . : : 2 4,694 BAG 1,182 5,520,093 O00 
1902 . ‘ - é : 3 ‘ i 4,744 3,486 1,258 5,653,883 00 
1903 3 - : ‘ 2 ! - - 4,877 3,643 1,234 6,591,672 OO 
1904. 4 ? : : Z ‘ A 4,844 3,539 1,305 6,451,093 00 
1905 2 - : ‘ £ ¢ 5,321 3,948 1,373 7,212,714 00 
1906 - s f 3 = F : r 4,822 3,470 1,352 6,081,176 O00 
1907 , e A : t 5,794 3,877 1,917 7,962,775 00 
1908 : - d 4 ‘ F 6,323 4,312 2,011 21,638,866 76 
1909 . é 3 3 2 i - 3 6,099 4,231 1,868 ,504, 96 
1910 F é : ‘ P p 3 ‘ 5,929 4,221 1,708 9,058,114 60 
1911 : 2 : - < < = 6,754 4,746 2,008 8,891,412 96 
1912 ‘ : F F 3 : : 2 7,430 5,055 2,375 9,403,847 30 
1913 t - ‘ a F : 7,245 5,149 2,096 10,995,580 03 
1914 , z - 2 a ‘ 5 : 8,429 6,128 2,301 26,194,270 57 
1915 - ss 2 g : 3 ‘ 8,030 5,801 2,229 9,693,872 18 
1916 : 3 = A i : : a 7,101 5,246 1,855 9,729,755 27 
1917 . . - 3 : p 3 7,193 5.257 1,936 11,656,411 95 
1918 3 : é - ‘ ? 2 & 6,814 5,054 1,760 11,988,685 58 
1919 s s é a 5 A ; ? 6,888 4,970 1,918 10,080,926 41 
1920 : 3 - ~ ; - - 2 6,111 4,479 1,632 12,257,037 23 
1921 2 a 4 : a ‘ = : 7,188 5,338 1,850 15,587,906 56 
1922 7 s . * 3 F : 8,119 6,022 2,097 14,745,779 61 
1923 P ‘ S P A F . x 8,666 6,422 2,244 19,022,080 04 
1924 é : 7 L 2 : J . 9,436 6,826 2,610 22,243,991 53 
1925 P 2 2 K : ‘ Bs f 9,166 6,572 2,594 18,622,675 93 


1926 . « : : 4 ‘ “ 9,469 6,803 2,666 20,873,310 27 
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